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President's Welcome

One of the strongest criticisms voiced at
our Haymarket Chamber of Commerce Federal
Budget Panel Discussion in relation to the
taxation changes being introduced under the
2026 Federal Budget was the tax treatment of
discretionary (family) trusts.  It was proposed
that there would be a minimum 30% tax at the
trustee level and individual beneficiaries
whose marginal tax rate is less than 30%
would receive no refundable tax credits.
Corporate beneficiaries would receive no credit
whatsoever on the tax already paid by the
trustee resulting in “double taxation”. 
 
Following significant opposition (backlash) to
the proposed changes affecting family trusts,
the Federal Government has since announced
that trustees may opt out of the minimum
30% minimum tax regime provided that
beneficiaries are permanently nominated, and
fixed distribution proportions are made to
such beneficiaries. No changes to the
beneficiaries may be made except in cases of
death or divorce. It does not cater for new
births which means that distributions under
this new proposal may not be made to
newborn subsequent generations after the
beneficiaries have first been
nominated/locked in. It is my view that such a
rule is unnecessarily inflexible and penalises
the many who are genuinely wanting to
provide for future generations. 
 
A possible solution may be to allow an already
nominated beneficiary to pass on some or all
of his or her interests in the trust to new issue
(not yet born at the time of the original
nomination). 
 
We also discussed some of these tax issues
relating to family trusts at our recent Wills
and Succession Planning panel discussion
(details below), and the Chamber will in the
new year bring all our panel experts back for
another discussion once some of these rules
have been finalised and passed as legislation.
 
Meanwhile, we would like to invite you to our
Mid-Autumn Festival celebration on
Wednesday, 23 September 2026 at the Furama
Darling Harbour Hotel in Haymarket (full
details below). We are expecting between 80-
100 attendees and look forward to having you
join us for the celebration.

Vincent Lim
President
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce 

Latest News

Invitation to HCC Mid-Autumn Festival celebration, Wed
23 Sep 2026

Haymarket Chamber of Commerce cordially invites you to our 2026 Mid-
Autumn (Moon) Festival celebration at the Furama Darling Harbour
Hotel in Haymarket on 23 September 2026.

Each year, Mid-Autumn Festival is celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth
month of the lunar calendar and is generally regarded as the second most
important celebration after the new year. This year it falls on 25 September
but we will be celebrating a couple of days earlier. 
 
We look forward to seeing all members and friends of the Chamber come
together again for this special event at the new look Furama with their
freshly renovated lobby and restaurant/event space. It will be an enjoyable
evening of food and drinks, entertainment, community celebration and
networking.
 
Food will be catered by our co-host Furama Darling Harbour Hotel (a
member of our Chamber) with wines from Millon Wines (also a member
of our Chamber). Beers and non-alcoholic drinks will be served too. And of
course, there will be mooncakes!

Date: Wednesday, 23 Sept 2026
Time: 6.00 pm – 8.30 pm
Dress: Festive
Venue: Furama Darling Harbour Hotel
Address: 68 Harbour Street, Haymarket, NSW 2000
Tickets: HCC Members $38, Non-Members $48
BOOK HERE
 
Please book early as places are limited. We are expecting between 80-100
attendees. 

We look forward to you joining us for this special celebration on 23
September 2026.

HCC Forum on AI: Opportunity, Risk & Trust in the Real

World, 23 July 2026

On 23 July 2026, Haymarket Chamber of Commerce, in partnership
with AIQURIS and Haymarket HQ, hosted a forum on AI: Opportunity, Risk
& Trust in the Real World with special keynote speaker Dr Andreas
Hauser of AIQUIRIS. Special thanks to Dr Hauser who was here from
Singapore for this event and to all our other panellists, Bastien
Cabirou of Aona AI, Chartered Accountant and our Chamber secretary San
Koh, founder of ArtSHINE and our Chamber EC member Vinh Van Lam,
and our excellent moderator, Helene Mayne of AIQUIRIS.
 
We are also grateful to Haymarket HQ for hosting us, and our Chamber
members, Chat Thai Haymarket and Millon Wines, for the food and
wine. 
 
Many thanks to all of you who participated in the lively and engaging Q&A.
If you missed this event, we are pleased to inform you that there will be a
Part 2 to this panel forum in due course, so stay in touch with us. 
 
Below are some photos taken by our Chamber member and
photographer, Valent Lau of Executive Images. There are also more photos
on our Chamber website.

HCC Forum on Wills & Succession Planning and

Networking Evening, 27 Aug 2026

On 27 August 2026, our Chamber invited 3 experts in the areas of Wills &
Estates, Personal Taxation and Superannuation to give a talk
on Succession Planning. The event was held at the Museum of Chinese in
Australia (MOCA) in Haymarket. 
 
Sincere thanks and gratitude to our speakers Clare Hesbrook of Hall &
Wilcox Lawyers, Lisa To of Bartier Perry Lawyers and Grace Bacon of RSM
Australia for sharing with us their knowledge and expertise. The
discussion  was moderated by our Chamber president, Vincent Lim. 
 
We are also grateful to the Chair of MOCA, Daphne Lowe Kelley, and her
team for their warm welcome and generosity in hosting us at
their beautiful museum.  And a big thank you to Chat Thai Haymarket for
the delicious food catered and Pepper Tree Wines for their wine
sponsorship. 
 
Below are some photos taken by our photographer Ikmal and you can also
view a short video on our Instagram page by SoozAbed Media.
 
If you missed this event, do join us for our Moon Festival celebration at
the Furama Darling Harbour Hotel in Haymarket on Wednesday 23
September 2026 (full details above).
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Haymarket Community Update in Chinatown - 2.30 pm

Thursday, 17 Sep 2026

Haymarket Alliance (of which the Chamber is a founding member) is
hosting a community meeting about the latest updates across Haymarket
and Chinatown, including upcoming events and activations on Thursday
17 September 2026 from 2.30 pm - 3.30 pm at Haymarket HQ, 2/63 Dixon
St, Haymarket.

Staff and representatives of the City of Sydney will also be in attendance to
share project updates and opportunities across the precinct, including the
next stages of the Dixon Street upgrade, Belmore Park renewal, and other
public domain improvements within the Haymarket precinct.

If you have been affected by ongoing construction, changing pedestrian
flows or disruptions across the precinct, this is also your opportunity to
gain firsthand insights, ask questions, and understand what's ahead. You
will also get to connect with fellow stakeholders and be part of the
conversation shaping the future of Haymarket and Chinatown.

To reserve your seat, REGISTER HERE. 

 Join the 2027 Sydney Lunar Festival Year of the Goat

Community Performance Program

Image: City of Sydney

The City of Sydney is inviting performers to be part of the Sydney Lunar
Festival Community Performance Program to celebrate the Year of the
Goat in 2027.

The 2027 Sydney Lunar Festival will take place from 6 to 20 February 2027.
 
Opportunities are available for different types of performances on stage or
as a roving performance, with the performing group or performance being
from one of the cultures that observes Lunar New Year.
 
Applications close at 10 am on Monday, 2 November 2026. For more
details and to apply, visit the City of Sydney’s website.  

NSW Government's Venue Upgrade Grants now open

Image: Sound NSW/NSW Government 

The NSW Government's Venue Upgrade Grants program provides funding
for contemporary live music venues in NSW to undertake assessment
reports, purchase equipment, deliver infrastructure works and install
advanced technology.

The program is split into 2 components:

Advice and Planning grant

This quick response grant is for venues who demonstrate a commitment
to increasing live music programming to undertake assessment reports,
development applications, legal services, planning expenses and energy
audits. 

Advice and Planning grants will be for a sum of $20,000 per grant, and
offered three times, with applications closing: 

Thursday 17 September 2026 – for activity starting after 19 October
2026.
Monday 23 November 2026 – for activity starting after 11 January 2027
Monday 3 May 2027 – for activity starting after 7 June 2027. 

Infrastructure and Equipment grant

This grant supports dedicated live music venues to purchase equipment,
undertake infrastructure works and to install high-end audiovisual
systems and advanced lighting technology of up to $150,000 OR high-end
audiovisual systems and advanced lighting technology up to $300,000.

Applicants must co-contribute at least 30% of the overall project budget
which can include cash or in-kind contributions.  

Applications are now open and close at 2 pm on Monday, 28 September
2026.

For full details on the program and on how to apply, visit Sound NSW's
website. 

Chinese Heritage Panel - Australia's National Monument

to Migration

Image: Australian National Maritime Museum 

Behind every name is a story of courage, sacrifice, hope and a journey to
call Australia home.

The Australian National Maritime Museum is creating a
new dedicated Chinese Heritage Panel on the Welcome Wall, Australia’s
National Monument to Migration, to recognise and preserve the stories of
Chinese Australians.

For a $500 tax-deductible donation, you can honour your own journey, or
that of a family member or loved one, by having your or their name
permanently etched in bronze on a new dedicated Chinese Heritage Panel
at the Monument.
Each registration will also include a dedicated online profile, with an
unveiling ceremony in 2027 to celebrate the new names and the stories
behind them.

Give your or their journey a lasting place in Australia’s story.

To register, please visit the Australian National Maritime Museum website
page on honouring Chinese migrants or alternatively you can call 02 9298
3766. 

New Members

Grace Gao
 

Grace Gao is a Business Development Manager at Top Grants, a Chartered
Accounting and Registered Tax Agent firm specialising in Research &
Development Tax Incentive (R&DTI) and Export Market Development
Grants (EMDG).
 
With more than five years at Top Grants and a strong background in tax
and accounting, Grace enjoys working with innovative businesses to turn
great ideas into real commercial opportunities. From software and AI to
manufacturing, biotech, healthcare and construction, she helps businesses
understand whether the work they are already doing could qualify for
government incentives.
 
In FY2025 alone, Top Grants supported more than 120 businesses and
helped clients access over $13 million in R&D tax benefits. The team
provides practical, end-to-end support from eligibility assessment and
technical documentation through to tax calculations, lodgement, and
compliance.
 
Grace is passionate about meeting business owners, learning what they
are building, and helping them access the right support to keep innovating
and growing.

Christine Kulatunga 
 

Christine Kulatunga is the founder of Leverage Mentoring, and she is
looking forward to meeting you at Chamber events.

A question. What do 98% of Fortune 500 companies have in common that
doubles the chances of business survival, lifts productivity by 30% and
team retention by up to 50%?

Mentoring.

Until now, structured mentoring has belonged to big businesses with L&D
budgets. Why should the other 70% of Australian businesses miss out?

Leverage Mentoring builds capability and confidence through experienced
human guidance, and it shows in your bottom line. Purpose built for
teams of up to 25, it's effective and easy to use. No program to run, no
admin to manage. Your people get the benefit without the heavy lifting.

Whether it's helping a new starter belong, developing your next leaders, or
building an unstoppable team, mentoring is your edge. It also makes a life-
changing gift, and a meaningful way to thank your people this year.

Haymarket Chamber of Commerce members get an extended free
subscription. See how it works at leveragementoring.com.au, then reach
out to Christine at hello@leveragementoring.com.au or
at https://www.linkedin.com/in/christine-kulatunga/.

Shelly Sun
 

Shelly Sun is the Founder and Principal Solicitor of Sunsolis Legal, a full-
service Australian law firm with offices in Sydney and Brisbane. 

A first-generation Chinese Australian lawyer, Shelly advises entrepreneurs,
businesses and individuals on commercial, corporate, property, dispute
resolution, immigration and cross-border matters.

Shelly is also Head of the Australia Desk at ZhiHeng Law Firm in Hong
Kong and a 2026 AsiaGlobal Fellow at the University of Hong Kong. Her
work focuses on strengthening legal and commercial connections between
Australia, China and the wider Asia-Pacific, while improving access to legal
services for migrant and multicultural communities.

Beyond legal practice, Shelly holds leadership roles across business,
professional and community organisations. She is committed to
supporting entrepreneurship, cross-cultural collaboration and inclusive
civic participation. 

Through the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce, Shelly hopes to contribute
her legal, business and community experience to the continuing growth
and vitality of Haymarket and Chinatown, and Sydney’s broader
multicultural economy.

Kenny Zhong 
 

Kenny Zhong is a Gen Z Australian digital-resilience advocate
and Cybergiene Group founder, leading a deep-tech ecosystem
behind HACT.now, Cyrover Labs, UnLARP and OpenDigitalResilience.

His experience spans critical infrastructure, resilience research, mentoring
and community development. Through the ADF Cyber Gap Year Program
and a Master’s in CyberSecOps at UNSW Canberra at ADFA, he had
examined cyber warfare and its role in contemporary geopolitics.

Kenny is a speaker and trusted voice on small language models (SLMs),
novel threat intelligence and scalable cyber resilience. He has contributed
to Horizon 2 of Australia’s Cyber Security Strategy and the Inquiry into
Cyber Security for SMBs.

Cybergiene pioneers deep-tech innovation, new standards and radical
business models, challenging convention across the public, private and
nonprofit sectors while empowering underserved communities and
organisations to navigate digital risk with agency.

Mark Dyer 
 

Sydney is saturated with qualified finance brokers, over 20,000 nationally.
Yet, in today’s complex, volatile financier market, marketing skills are
insufficient. For sophisticated debt architecture and enterprise strategy,
you need genuine technical ability and corporate banking acumen.

This is where Leidara’s Mark Dyer intervenes.

Backed by three decades of executive corporate & institutional banking, an
MBA, and a Master of Applied Finance, Mark acts as your central finance
strategist, cutting through the strategic noise. Mark goes beyond the
immediate broker identification; he precisely architects your balance sheet
to support acquisitions, product rollouts, or asset retooling long before a
broker is deployed. By managing these intricate structural
interdependencies, he ensures your overall capital structure is future-
proofed, unencumbered, and ready for flawless execution.

Connect to strategically architect your enterprise for its next evolutionary
phase, https://leidara.com/.

Felicity Wu 
 

Felicity Wu is a co-founder of EMI International and DNY Cross Border. She
holds a Master of Business Administration and is a registered migration
agent.
 
EMI International, founded in 2009 and headquartered in Sydney, is a
professional services group providing integrated solutions across
international education, migration, cross-border business and AI-driven
digital transformation. It specialises in international education, migration
services and cross-border business, helping individuals, families and
businesses navigate study, visa, investment and international business
opportunities.
 
DNY Cross Border focuses on AI and digital solutions, providing AI agents,
market research, content creation, digital marketing, brand development
and business automation to help businesses expand and connect with
international markets.
 
Felicity helps individuals, families and businesses achieve their global
goals through trusted professional advice.

Cheech Foo 
 

Cheech Foo is the Founder/Director of Ignite Search and the voice behind
@theCheechFoo, where he has built a following as one of Australia's most
trusted digital marketing voices.
 
Ignite Search is an award-winning, full-service brand and digital
marketing agency that is trusted by some of Sydney's most successful
brands, spanning multiple industry verticals.
 
Since its inception in 2014, Ignite Search has become a trailblazer in all
things Branding & Design, Web Design & Development and Digital
Marketing under one roof.
 
Ignite Search does not just pursue innovation; they set the standards while
engineering measurable growth for the companies that demand excellence
and refuse to settle for average.
 
In summary, Ignite Search is built around one sole aim of transforming
our clients' visions into results.

HCC on social media

The Chamber is on social media, including Facebook and Instagram. Please
keep up to date with the latest news from Haymarket and give us a follow
and like!

JOIN HCC
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JOIN HCC

 
If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce as a member, or would like to have more

information about us, please visit our website at
haymarketchamber.org.au
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