
HCC News – May and June 2026

President's Welcome

The Artificial Intelligence (AI) revolution is well
and truly here with all the opportunities and
challenges that come with it. 
 
On the opportunity side, Australia should do
very well given our abundance of energy, land,
minerals, infrastructure, and other resources,
all of which are part of the AI equation. The
hardware is just as important as the software.
Political and business leaderships are also just
as crucial in harnessing these opportunities,
and in both respects, Australia is highly
capable and well regarded. The flipside to this
will be the societal and ethical challenges
posed by AI and, just as it is important for our
governments to be able to help us take
advantage of the economic benefits, it is
equally important that consideration be given
to the formulation of good policies and laws in
this previously uncharted territory. 
 
I am pleased to announce that, on 23 July 2026,
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce will be co-
hosting a panel discussion with AIQURIS
focusing on the practical realities of AI
adoption, examining questions such as, where
can AI create genuine business value, how do
we adopt AI safely and responsibly, what risks
should company boards and executives be
considering, and how do we build trust with
customers, employees and regulators while
continuing to innovate? We are very excited,
and are looking forward to hearing from Dr
Andreas Hauser and Ms Helene
Mayne of AIQURIS, and Mr Bastien
Cabirou of Aona AI at this special forum (full
details below), and I hope that you will be able
to join us too. 
 
Following from our Chamber’s Federal Budget
analysis event in May, the Federal Parliament
has since passed legislation relating to
changes to capital gains tax and negative
gearing. The 30% minimum taxation of family
(discretionary) trusts is expected to be next,
but it is now clear that testamentary trusts
will not be affected. The Chamber will soon be
hosting a panel event on testamentary trusts,
wills and estates, and we will release the
details of the forum as soon as it is organised.
 
Wishing all a productive month ahead, and to
those on leave for the school holidays, have a
wonderful break.

Vincent Lim
President
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce 

Latest News

2026-2027 Federal Budget Panel Discussion and
Networking Evening, 20 May 2026

Haymarket Chamber of Commerce held a Federal Budget Panel
Discussion and Networking Evening on Wednesday, 20 May 2026, at
the Novotel Sydney Darling Square in Haymarket, which was attended by
more than 70 Chamber members and non-member guests. 
 
This year’s 2026-2027 Budget delivered by Treasurer Jim Chalmers on 12
May 2026 was one of the most important budgets in the nation’s history as
significant reforms to our tax system were announced including changes
to the capital gains tax rules, negative gearing, and taxation of
discretionary family trusts. 
 
We are most grateful to our expert panel consisting of Simon
Alford (Business Advisory and Tax Partner at BYRONS), Devika
Shivadekar (Economist at RSM Australia) and Raffi Tenenbaum (Tax
Partner at William Buck) for their analyses and insights, and to our own
Chamber president, Vincent Lim, who was the panel moderator. We would
also like to thank all members of the audience for their participation
during a most interesting Q&A session. 
 
Our sincere thanks and gratitude also go to our event partners: Matt
Hill and Praveen Rodrigo of Novotel Sydney Darling Square for their
generous support in facilitating the conference venue and food catering,
and Tom Chang of Millon Wines for their wine sponsorship. Both Novotel
and Millon are also members of our Chamber.
 
Below are some photos taken at the event by our Chamber member and
photographer, Valent Lau of Executive Images.

HCC Forum on AI Opportunity, Risk & Trust in the Real

World, Thurs 23 July 2026

Haymarket Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with AIQURIS,
cordially invites you to join us for a special evening exploring one of the
most significant business opportunities and challenges facing
organisations today.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is rapidly moving from experimentation to
everyday business operations. Organisations of every size are asking
similar questions:

•     Where can AI create genuine business value?
•     How do we adopt AI safely and responsibly?
•     What risks should company boards and executives be considering?
•     How do we build trust with customers, employees and regulators
while continuing to innovate?

This forum has been designed to move beyond the headlines and
theoretical discussions to focus on the practical realities of AI adoption.

Join us for a Keynote Presentation by Dr Andreas Hauser followed by
an Interactive Panel Discussion featuring experts in AI governance
alongside business leaders who are actively implementing AI within their
organisations. Together they will share practical experiences, lessons
learned, opportunities they have identified, challenges they have
encountered, and the approaches they are taking to build trust whilst
managing risk.

Whether your organisation is just beginning its AI journey or already
deploying AI solutions, you will leave with practical insights and a clearer
understanding of how businesses are successfully navigating this rapidly
evolving landscape.

Following Q & A, please stay for networking drinks and canapés.

Program
6.00 pm – Arrival, registration and networking
6.30 pm – Welcome by President of Haymarket Chamber of Commerce
6.35 pm – Keynote Presentation by Dr Andreas Hauser on AI: Opportunity,
Risk & Trust in the Real World
6.50 pm – Panel Discussion & Audience Q&A
7.30 pm – Networking drinks and canapés
8.30 pm – Close

Venue
Haymarket HQ
Level 2, 63 Dixon Street
Haymarket NSW 2000

Tickets: $20 for HCC members, $30 for non-members

BOOK HERE

Places are limited. Please book early to avoid disappointment. 

City of Sydney's AI for Business Bootcamp: Get smarter

with your marketing
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This AI for Business Bootcamp is for small business owners in the City of
Sydney area who want to save time, simplify their operations and get
more done with AI.
 
You don’t need any prior experience – just a willingness to learn and try
something new. 
 
Get hands-on with AI to create marketing content faster and connect with
your customers.

In this bootcamp, produced by the Australian Institute of Management in
partnership with the City of Sydney, you will learn how to use simple AI
tools like ChatGPT and Claude to create content more efficiently, stay
consistent across your channels and connect with customers.
 
The program includes: 

a 3-hour face-to-face workshop at Darling Square Library (either 10.30
am - 1.30 pm, or 2.30 pm - 5.30 pm on Thursday 23 July 2026); and
a 1-hour online follow-up session one week later (to check your
progress, troubleshoot challenges and share what’s working as you
put AI into practice). 

How to Apply
 
As places are limited, you will need to submit an expression of
interest by 5pm, Friday 17 July 2026 so the City can check your eligibility
and learn more about your business.
 
To be eligible, you must be a small to medium business (fewer than 200
staff) and have a physical location in the City of Sydney area. 
 
For further details and information, visit the City of Sydney’s website.

Chinatown receives Purple Flag accreditation

Chinatown is now an official Purple Flag precinct, accredited by 24-Hour
Economy NSW — international recognition for safe, vibrant and well-
managed night-time destinations. To achieve the status, Haymarket
Alliance, through project manager Kevin Cheng, led a local working group
— including Chamber President Vincent Lim and Secretary San Koh —
through an assessment by independent Purple Flag assessors, meeting
standards in vibrancy, diversity, mobility and wellbeing, covering practical
measures like transport access, security, street lighting, diverse
entertainment and an inclusive atmosphere.

It's no secret that Chinatown and Haymarket make up the most vibrant
corner of the Sydney CBD, combining rich culture, tradition, entertainment
and of course food. But taking part in the independent assessment meant
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and of course food. But taking part in the independent assessment meant
exploring the area after dark: Vincent, San and the working group
discovered a thriving late-night scene — arcades, pool halls, bars and
karaoke — plus a tight-knit ecosystem of licensed venues working together
to manage pedestrian flow and get patrons home safely.

For the precinct — home to Sydney's original Chinatown, the iconic Dixon
Street, Paddy's Markets, Capitol Theatre — the accreditation cements its
place as a flagship Purple Flag precinct in the heart of the city, and one of
the state's most culturally significant night-time destinations: an
inclusive, intergenerational playground of unique shopping, restaurants,
markets and live performances.

Read more: Purple Flag: Haymarket

Chinese Mythology & Creativity — The Tales My Mother

Told Me Exhibition, 8 July – 28 August 2026

Chinese Mythology & Creativity — The Tales My Mother Told Me is a
collaborative exhibition by writer, curator, and creative director Vinh Van
Lam and contemporary artist Anthony Van Lam.

Inspired by mythology stories shared during childhood by their mother,
the exhibition revisits classical Chinese legends as reflections on
imagination, resilience, compassion, and the creative spirit. These stories
were more than childhood tales for Vinh and Anthony— they were cultural
memories carrying wisdom about life, balance, and the act of creation.

The exhibition will be officially opened by Simon Chan AM, Chair of
the Multicultural NSW Advisory Board, on 8 July 2026. 

Exhibition Dates: 8 July – 28 August 2026

Opening Celebration:
Wednesday 8 July 2026, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm (RSVP required and subject to
availability)

Venue:
Community Bank Darling Square
Shop NE12, 11 Little Pier Street
Haymarket NSW 2000

Exhibition registration: mythology.eventbrite.com.au

Exhibition Opening Archetypes: 30 Years of 4A, Friday 10 July 2026

On Friday 10 July 2026, the 4A Gallery will be hosting an opening
celebration of 'Archetypes: 30 Years of 4A', a landmark exhibition bringing
together artists across generations to reflect on three decades of Asian
Australian contemporary art.

For 30 years, 4A has grown into one of Australia’s most important
platforms for contemporary art and diasporic storytelling, championing
artists, communities and cultural exchange across Australia and the Asia-
Pacific.

Bringing together artists across generations, 'Archetypes' honours the
artists, curators, communities and cultural workers who have shaped 4A
over the past three decades, while looking ahead to the future of Asian
Australian contemporary art.

The exhibition will be held from 11 July – 20 September 2026, Wed–Sun,
11am–5pm, at 4A Gallery, 181-187 Hay Street, Haymarket, NSW 2000. Entry is
free.

To RSVP for the opening celebration, Friday 10 July 2026 at 6.30 pm,
please REGISTER HERE.

Jom Makan: In Conversation with Audra Morrice, Thurs 16 July 2026,
Caption by Hyatt Central Sydney

On Thursday 16 July 2026, our Chamber member, Caption by Hyatt Central
Sydney, in partnership with the Australian Malaysian Singaporean
Association (AMSA) will be hosting an intimate evening of food,
conversation and meaningful connections with MasterChef Australia
finalist, judge of MasterChef Singapore and AMSA patron, Audra Morrice.

Audra will be sharing her remarkable journey from MasterChef Australia
finalist to MasterChef Singapore judge, executive producer, international
culinary ambassador and respected leader in the food industry. The
evening will also explore the inspiration behind Aura's acclaimed travel
and food series, Eat, Roam, Relish, as she reflects on the people, places and
flavours that have shaped her culinary journey across Australia and the
region.

Date: Thursday 16 July 2026
Time:  6 pm - 8.30 pm
Venue
Caption by Hyatt Central Sydney
13 Parker St, Haymarket
NSW 2000

As seats are limited, BOOK your ticket now!

Multicultural NSW Stronger Together Festival and Event Grants -
Applications close 13 July 2026
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The Multicultural NSW Stronger Together Festival and Event Grants
Program provides funding for multicultural and multifaith community
groups to deliver festivals and events that celebrate and embrace our
state’s vibrant cultural diversity.

Events are to be held between 1 October 2026 and 30 September 2027. You
may apply for $5,000 to $20,000 per event or festival.

Applications close at 4pm Monday 13 July 2026.

For further details and to apply, visit Festivals and Events - Multicultural
NSW

What Type of Procrastinator Are You? Article by Dr. Olga Lucia Gamboa
Arana, PhD, MPsych

Image: EQness

Our Chamber executive committee member, Dr. Olga Lucia Gamboa
Arana, is a Cognitive Neuroscientist, Psychotherapist, Coach, Mindfulness
Teacher and founder of EQness, based in Sydney.
 
In her article, What Type of Procrastinator Are You?, Dr Gamboa
Arana identifies 5 different causes of procrastination:

1. Poor planning.
2. Lack of clarity about the task.
3. Unrealistic workload.
4. Emotional avoidance.
5. Delayed rewards.

 “Procrastination is usually described as delaying a task, even when we
know that doing so may create problems for us later. The reasons
behind that delay can be very different.”  
 
To read the full article by Dr Gamboa Arana, visit her website at Why you
procrastinate: 5 causes and what helps| EQness
____________

New Members

Ying Liu
 

Ying Liu is a Sydney-based producer, musician (erhu), composer,
songwriter, cross-cultural researcher, and educator whose work spans
screen production, live performances, and intercultural music innovation. 
 
Internationally recognised for her captivating musical style, she has
performed across Vienna, Dunedin, Auckland, Beijing, and extensively
throughout Australia, including as both producer and musician at the
Sydney Opera House. 
 
As a producer, Ying’s work has been broadcast on ABC, SBS, Channel 7, and
CCTV, demonstrating her ability to deliver high-quality, culturally
significant content across major Australian and international platforms. 
 
She was the music director and co-producer of the artistic
production Visual Music Live Concert and Short Film Production at the
Sydney Opera House in 2025 and 2026, a cross-cultural multimedia
academic collaboration with Western Sydney University that integrates
live performances, screen media, and research-driven creative practices. 
 
Ying’s original songs have also been featured on Beijing Television, and her
composition A September Sydney Rain reached the Top 12 on Tencent QQ
Music’s national song charts, highlighting her cross-market appeal and
strong audience engagement in both Australia and China. She is also the
founder of Australian Chinese Young Cultural Ambassadors (ACYCA) and
Sydney Youth Chamber Music Collective, which organisations are
dedicated to collaborating with local communities to promote young
musicians and artists. 
 

Lukfook Jewellery
 

Lukfook Jewellery is celebrating its 35th anniversary this year.  It was
founded in 1991 with the opening of its first retail shop in Hong Kong by a
group of experienced jewellery specialists. 
 
Today, Lukfook Jewellery is one of the leading jewellery retailers in Hong
Kong SAR and mainland China, and it has a total of nearly 2,900 points of
sale in 13 countries and regions. 
 
In Australia, Lukfook Jewellery opened its first shop more than 10 years
ago and it now has a total of seven shops located in Sydney, Melbourne
and Brisbane.  All the Sydney shops are located in well-known shopping
malls: Queen Victoria Building (QVB), Westfield Sydney and Westfield
Chatswood. 
 
With their elegant and luxurious shop design, the brand offers customers a
comfortable and enjoyable shopping experience. Lukfook Jewellery has
also always upheld its motto of Exquisite Craftsmanship, Quality Service
and Customer Orientation.

Bjorn Halfmann & Shreya Gupta, Australian Coffee Culture 
 

Australian Coffee Culture (ACC) recently joined Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce, bringing a new kind of premium local coffee to the market.
Launched in March 2026, ACC creates plant-based, ready-to-drink cold
brew made with 100% Australian grown specialty grade coffee, sourced
from family farms in Queensland and artisan roasted with full
traceability.
 
While 99% of coffee consumed in Australia is imported, ACC champions
locally grown coffee, bridging the gap between quality and convenience by
offering modern conscious consumers coffee-first, health-focused
beverages.
 
Founded by Bjorn Halfmann and Shreya Gupta, ACC is already stocked in
over 13 locations across NSW, QLD, and ACT, including hotels, organic
retailers, luxury wellness spaces, and corporate channels, with Caption by
Hyatt Central Sydney as one of its partners.
 
ACC is now expanding into more venues, offering guests a premium
convenient coffee experience unlike anything else on the shelf.

HCC on social media

The Chamber is on social media, including Facebook and Instagram. Please
keep up to date with the latest news from Haymarket and give us a follow
and like!

JOIN HCC

 
If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce as a member, or would like to have more

information about us, please visit our website at
haymarketchamber.org.au
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