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Below are some photos taken by our photographers at the banquet and a
full set will also be posted on the Chamber’s website.

Haymarket Chamber of Commerce held its 2026 Year of the Fire Horse
Lunar New Year Banquet at the Eight Restaurant in Sydney’s Chinatown
on Friday, 27 February 2026 which was attended by more than 380
members and friends of the Chamber. 

We would also like to express our gratitude and special thanks to Uncle
Michael West of the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council for his
Welcome to Country; our MC Valerie Khoo; Millon Wines and Chateau
Maine Gazin as our wine partners; our event partners The
Eight, Community Bank Darling Square, Caption by Hyatt Central
Sydney, Pak Hok Kung Fu, Siam Dance Studio, Suara Indonesia
Dance, and the most talented young musicians from the Australian-
Chinese Young Cultural Ambassadors (ACYCA) and they were Kaley
Winata (erhu), Yuewen Gao (erhu), Melanie Su (bamboo flute), Bella
Wanyue Vuong (guzheng). And to all of you who donated prizes to our
raffle draw, a big thank you and in recognition, we have displayed your
respective logos on the evening’s banquet program. Part of the proceeds of
the raffle draw will be donated to The Kids' Cancer Project.

Our heartiest congratulations to this year’s most deserving winners of
the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce’s 2026 Year of the Fire Horse
Awards:

Project of the Year was awarded to Haymarket Alliance led by Brad
Chan for Neon Playground 2.0 festival of art, lights, music,
community, and food. 
Member of the Year was awarded to Anthony Ho of Basalt Studio, in
recognition of his design work for the lunar new year installations on
Dixon Street in 2024 (Wood Dragon), 2025 (Wood Snake) and 2026 (Fire
Horse).
Community Organisation of the Year was awarded to the Museum
of Chinese in Australia (MOCA) who was represented by its
Chair, Daphne Lowe Kelley, and CEO Peter Cai.
Community Lifetime Achievement Award was awarded to the Hon
Henry Tsang OAM in recognition of his more than 50 years of
contribution and service to the community. 

This most enjoyable community new year celebration was also reported in
our local Chinese media 2CR and 1688.com.au. An English translation of the
2CR report is on our Chamber website. 

It was an honour and privilege for the
Chamber to have been able to bring together
close to 400 members, friends and supporters
of the Chamber for our annual Lunar New
year Banquet on 27 February 2026 in Sydney’s
Chinatown. 
 
This early part of the Year of the Fire Horse
had truly lived up to expectations as a year of
vitality, energy, strength, and aspirations as
our members have shared with me how much
they had enjoyed the evening reuniting with
old friends and meeting new ones. Being a
chamber of commerce evening, business
discussions were to be expected. In the
Chinese language, the horse is used in many
and various expressions as a metaphor for
speed, good fortune, progress and success, and
I hope that the evening’s celebratory mood
provided the right ambience for productive
and successful collaborations.
 
On behalf of the Chamber, I would also
particularly like to thank all our
parliamentarians and councillors for sharing
the evening with us as we know how busy
their schedules can be. We were also honoured
to have the presence of Consul General Wang
Yu of the Chinese Consulate-General in
Sydney, Ambassador Dr Siswo Pramono and
Consul General Pendekar Muda Leonard
Sondakh of Indonesia at the banquet. We had
also extended an invitation to Consul-General
Naruchai Ninnad of the Royal Thai Consulate -
General in Sydney given the significance of
Thaitown within our Haymarket precinct, but
due to a Thai community engagement
commitment on the same evening, His
Excellency was unable to join us. 
 
The banquet evening also provided an
opportunity for the Chamber to recognise and
acknowledge exceptional individuals and
organisations through our Haymarket
Chamber of Commerce Awards. I congratulate
all award winners (full details below) and
have no doubt that you will continue to inspire
others to achieve the same excellence.

We would like to thank all members and guests for making the evening
such a success and an enjoyable one, in particular special guests  Mr Zhi
Soon MP,  Federal Member for Banks,  representing the Prime Minister of
Australia,  the Hon. Anthony Albanese MP;  the Hon  Angus Taylor
MP,  Leader of the Opposition in the House of Representatives; Senator for
NSW,Senator Andrew Bragg;  Mr. Jason Yat-Sen Li MP,  Assistant Speaker
NSW Legislative Assembly and Member for Strathfield, representing NSW
Premier the Hon. Chris Minns MP and NSW Minister for Multiculturalism,
the Hon. Stephen Kamper MP; the Hon. Damien Tudehope MLC, Leader of
the Opposition, NSW Legislative Council and representing Ms Kellie Sloane
MP, NSW Leader of the Opposition;  Mr. Alex Greenwich MP,  Member for
Sydney;  Ms Jenny Leong MP,  Member for Newtown; Mr Mark Coure
MP, NSW Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism, Roads, and South- Western
Sydney;  Mr Matt Cross MP, NSW Member for Davidson; the Rt Hon Clover
Moore AO,  Lord Mayor of the City of Sydney,  Cr Jess Miller,  Deputy Lord
Mayor of the City of Sydney; Councillors Sylvie Ellsmore, Lyndon Gannon,
Robert Kok  and    Matthew Thompson  of the City of Sydney; Cr Barbara
Ward of the Ku-ring-gai Council; Cr Dr Felix Lo of the City of Ryde Council;
Cr Nancy Liu JP  of the Georges River Council; His Excellency Mr Wang
Yu,  Consul-General of the People’s Republic of China to Australia; His
Excellency Dr Siswo Pramono, Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia to
Australia; His Excellency Mr. Pendekar Muda Leonard Sondakh, Consul-
General of the Republic of Indonesia to Australia. 

Latest News

President's Welcome

HCC Year of the Fire Horse Lunar New Year Banquet, 27
Feb 2026

Subscribe Past Issues Translate RSS

https://www.2cr.com.au/88782-2/
https://www.2cr.com.au/88782-2/
https://www.1688.com.au/headline_list/2026/02/28/1740498
https://www.1688.com.au/headline_list/2026/02/28/1740498
https://haymarketchamber.org.au/news/
https://haymarketchamber.org.au/news/
http://eepurl.com/hb7vwH
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=4f41fd3c1d5caf8b3955a3006&id=1adbe670e5
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=4f41fd3c1d5caf8b3955a3006&id=1adbe670e5


4A Gallery Reopening and First 2026 Exhibition

Sydney Lunar Streets and launch of the 2026 Sydney

Lunar Festival

Official Opening of the Museum of Chinese in Australia,

22 Feb 2026

On 14 Feb 2026, Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore AO launched the 2-
week 2026 Sydney Lunar Festival with a reception at the Chinese Garden
of Friendship followed by a walk with accompanying lions to Chinatown
and Thaitown for the Sydney Lunar Streets festival. Thousands turned up
for the celebration in Haymarket to usher in the Year of the Fire Horse.

Congratulations to the Museum of Chinese in Australia (MOCA) on its
official opening by the Hon. Anthony Albanese MP, Prime Minister of
Australia, and the Rt Hon. Clover Moore AO, Lord Mayor of Sydney,
on Sunday, 22 February 2026. 
 
The opening marks a significant milestone in the recognition of Chinese
Australian history and culture within Australia's public cultural landscape.
The Museum is now opened to the public, with an exhibition on the
ground floor showcasing some of the most prominent and fascinating
Chinese Australian merchant families who had helped lay the foundations
for the modern day success story that is our Haymarket precinct. These
include families such as the Mar family who dominated the banana trade
in the early 20th century before going on to build modern departmental
stores in Shanghai. Works on the upper floors of the Museum are
continuing and these are expected to be completed shortly. 
 
MOCA also held a Chinese New Year celebration for the community on 1
March 2026 at which Museum chair, Daphne Lowe Kelley, thanked
everyone from the community for their wholehearted support including
many who had made financial contributions to the Museum as Friends of
MOCA. 
 
The Museum is located at 744 George St, Haymarket, and is currently
opened to the public from 10.30 am - 4.30 pm, Tuesday - Friday. 
 
Images: Museum of Chinese in Australia
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Asia Live Festival in Haymarket, 3-19 April 2026
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2026 Premier’s Harmony Dinner, Thursday 26 March 2026

23rd Anniversary service at the Australian Chinese Ex-Services
Monument, 15 March 2026
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Lee-May Saw
 

Lee-May is an Australian born Malaysian Chinese barrister with over 20
years experience in legal practice.

Copyright © 2026 Haymarket Chamber of Commerce, All rights reserved.

Patrick established TDQS to bring higher technical rigour, transparency
and strategic insight into an area of property that is often treated as a
compliance exercise. His team partners closely with investors, fund
managers, developers and accountants to uncover missed depreciation,
strengthen asset registers and improve long-term portfolio performance.

Beyond his professional work, Patrick is passionate about education,
innovation and supporting the local business community. He joined the
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce to connect with like-minded leaders,
collaborate with local businesses and contribute to the continued growth
of the Haymarket precinct.

Lu Pan
 

Lu Pan is an Executive Lender at Westpac Bank with 14 years of banking
experience, including the past decade specialising in residential property
lending.
 
Lu brings strong expertise across home, investment, construction, and
renovation loans, supporting clients through every stage of their property
journey. With a practical, client first approach, Lu focuses on
understanding individual needs and delivering tailored lending solutions
that enable confident, informed decisions.
 
Passionate about helping individuals and families achieve their financial
goals, Lu is committed to building long term relationships and adding
meaningful value to the local community through trusted advice and
professional service.

She is an Honorary Member of multicultural women’s business leadership
organisation, Pink Elite, and an Honorary Member of the Asian Australian
Women’s Association.

On 15 March 2026, the Australian Chinese Ex-Services Association, will be
holding a remembrance service to mark the 23rd anniversary of the
unveiling of the Australian Chinese Ex-Services Monument in Sydney’s
Chinatown.
 
The Monument, unveiled by the then NSW Deputy Premier Dr. Andrew
Refshauge on 14 March 2003, was a collaborative effort between Australian
World War II veterans of Chinese descent, the broader Australian Chinese
community, and both the Commonwealth and the New South Wales
governments. 
 

This 23  anniversary event will be held as a remembrance service tord

honour the commitment and contribution of Chinese Australians who
have served in the Australian defence forces. All are welcome.
 
Event Details
Date: Sunday, 15 March 2026
Time: 10.30 am (all to be seated by no later than 10.25 am).
Location: No. 1 Dixon Street, Haymarket (Corner of Liverpool Street),
Sydney.
 

The 2026 Premier’s Harmony Dinner will be held at ICC Sydney on
Thursday 26 March 2026.
 
Each year, this event is hosted by the NSW Minister for Multiculturalism in
the presence of the Premier of New South Wales and is held to recognise
the significant contributions made by multicultural leaders in NSW.
 
The highlight of each year’s event is the announcement of the outstanding
recipients of the Premier’s Multicultural Community Medal Winners and
the inductees to the Multicultural Honour Roll being exceptional
individuals who have played an instrumental role in shaping our
harmonious society.
 
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce will be proudly represented at this
dinner by our President, Vice President, and a number of our members.
 

As part of the Year of the Fire Horse 2026 Sydney Lunar Festival
celebrations, you are cordially invited to a solo exhibition My Curated
Life byAnthony Van Lam, a reflection of decades spent observing the beauty
found in art, nature, people and everyday objects.
 
This exhibition is hosted by our Chamber member ArtSHINE at the
premises of the Community Bank Darling Square and runs until 27 March
2026 (Monday – Friday, 10 am – 5 pm). Free entry but prior registration is
required.

Patrick Chu
 

Patrick Chu is the Founder and Principal of TDQS (Tax Depreciation &
Quantity Surveyors), a Sydney-based firm specialising in commercial
property tax depreciation, asset registers and capital allowances advisory.

With over 30 years of international quantity surveying and tax
depreciation experience across Australia and the UK, Patrick has worked on
some of the region’s most recognised assets, including major brand hotel
portfolios, shopping centres, office towers and large-scale mixed-use
developments.

Victor Chang Foundation
 
The Victor Chang Foundation was established in 1984 by Chinese-Australian
pioneering cardiac surgeon Dr Victor Chang — the same year he performed
Australia’s landmark heart transplant on 14-year-old Fiona Coote. The
Foundation carries forward Dr Chang’s enduring belief that “giving people
with heart disease an opportunity to live is the greatest gift.”
 
The Foundation focuses on two pillars: Education and Innovation.
Through its grants and fellowships program, it has funded the training of
over 200 cardiac surgeons from Australia and across Asia, continuing Dr
Chang’s vision of sharing surgical knowledge beyond borders.
 
A proud member of Australia’s Chinese community, Dr Chang was
awarded the Companion of the Order of Australia (AC) in recognition of his
extraordinary contributions to medicine — including his pivotal role in
fostering medical international relations between Australia and China. His
legacy is carried forward today by CEO Vanessa Chang, his daughter, who
leads this independent charitable organisation dedicated to surgical
education and innovation.

You can read more about the Foundation
here: https://victorchangfoundation.com, and to help the Foundation in its
work, you may make a donation
here: https://victorchangfoundation.com/donate
 

The Chamber is on social media, including Facebook and Instagram. Please
keep up to date with the latest news from Haymarket and give us a follow
and like!

Lee-May looks forward to meeting other members of the Haymarket
Chamber of Commerce and to contributing to and facilitating relationships
between HCC and other organisations.

Lee-May practises from Frederick Jordan Chambers in Sydney where she
has developed a strong practice acting for both individuals and
corporations in environment and planning law, family law, common law,
personal injury, succession and family provision matters.

Andrew Vines
 

Andrew Vines, the owner and founder of Retail Commercial Consultancy,
brings over 23 years of real estate experience including 13 years in the
Sydney CBD building up a network of thousands of contacts, and with 11
years working at major international and national brands CBRE, Colliers
and Burgess Rawson.
 
As a third-generation real estate agent (grandfather and father 1st and
2nd), Andrew is dedicated to understanding his clients’ needs and
consistently advocates for optimal outcomes, focusing on creating wealth,
securing strong income, and mitigating risks for his clients.
 
Andrew’s passion and cultural interest is in working with Mainland
Chinese and Chinese origin clients which has been influenced by Andrew
working in Hong Kong and Beijing from 2007-2011 and from 2011 working in
Sydney where Andrew has built strong relationships with high net worth
Chinese families who have sought out Andrew either directly or from
referrals from their trusted network, to purchase or rent prime retail shops
or to obtain intelligent strategic information to help them make wise
choices in their real estate decisions.
 
Andrew is conversant in Mandarin Chinese, has filmed many property
marketing videos speaking Mandarin and tries to be a bridge in helping
Chinese people have a successful and peaceful life in Sydney and connect
them to special properties.
 
Andrew has a heart for visiting the cities of Mainland China where he has
visited over 18 cities. Andrew’s favourite cities are Fuzhou, Beijing,
Chengdu, Xian and Shenzhen.

4A Centre for Contemporary Asian Art officially reopened on 13 February
2026 after having closed for renovations. Special guests at the reopening
ceremony were Alex Greenwich MP, Member for Sydney in the NSW
Legislative Assembly, and City of Sydney Deputy Lord Mayor Jess Miller.
 
The reopening also coincided with the launch of 4A’s first 2026 exhibition
titled An Offering, A Burning, A Prayer, curated by Con Gerakariswith
exhibiting artists Casey Chen, Choy Ka Fai, WeiZen Ho, Emma
Pham, Jason Phu and Savanhdary Vongpoothorn exploring how fire
exists and transmutes in ritual and ceremony.
 
This exhibition is currently on until 25 March 2026. 4A Gallery is at 181-187
Hay Street, Haymarket, and is opened from 11 am – 5 pm, each Wednesday-
Sunday.

Asia Live is coming to Haymarket. It is a 16-day cultural festival (3 – 19 April
2026) celebrating the diversity, creativity and community of Asia, set in the
heart of our Haymarket precinct in Sydney.   With the support of the City of
Sydney, and curated by  Bespoke, the festival will bring to the Haymarket
precinct  immersive installations,  cultural and contemporary
performances, and community-led cultural initiatives.    We look forward
to seeing all of you in Haymarket for this festival. If your business would
like to be a part of this 16-day event, please contact Christine via email
at  christin@bespok3.co. Participation provides inclusion in Asia Live
marketing and media communications, increased brand exposure across
the precinct, and engagement with festival audiences over three major
weekends.

JOIN HCC

New Members

HCC on social media

 
If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce as a member, or would like to have more

information about us, please visit our website at
haymarketchamber.org.au
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