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President's Welcome

Businesses and home owners can expect a
long wait before another interest rate cut as
the September 2025 quarterly data released by
the Australian Bureau of Statistics revealed
that annual headline inflation increased to 3.2
per cent and the underlying inflation to 3 per
cent, both numbers significantly higher than
the 2.5 per cent forecast by the Reserve Bank of
Australia (RBA) and above the RBA’s target 2-3
per cent band. 
 
Although the September 2025 unemployment
rate increased to 4.5 per cent, the RBA has
observed in its latest Statement on Monetary
Policy that a range of indicators suggest that
there is continuing tightness in the labour
market. 
 
When borrowers’ expectations are not met by
reality, disappointment naturally sets in, and
some are (justifiably) querying if interest rate
is the only tool in the box to fight against
inflation. There is of course fiscal policy which
is the responsibility of governments. As the
RBA does not expect trimmed mean
(underlying) inflation to fall under 3 per cent
until late 2026, the public will be looking
towards our Federal, State and local
governments to design and implement smart
and effective policies that will accelerate the
return to price stability. 
 
The Chamber will be holding its 2025 Annual
General Meeting on Tuesday 9 December 2025
which will be followed by our end-of-year
dinner. Although the AGM will be for Chamber
members only, all are welcome to join us for
the post-AGM dinner which will be held at the
Eight Restaurant in Haymarket. As always, the
event will be a good opportunity for non-
members to meet and network with our
members. Last year we had about 110
attendees and we expect a similar turnout this
year, if not higher. Booking details will be
released next week and we hope to have you
join us for one of our more important events
in our annual calendar. 
 
See you on 9 December 2025 and until then,
have a great month of November ahead.

Vincent Lim
President
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce 

Latest News

Mid-Autumn Festival celebration, 24 Sep 2025

Thank you all for joining us for a wonderful Haymarket Mid-Autumn
Festival celebration at the Furama Darling Harbour Hotel in Sydney’s
Chinatown on 24 September 2025. The event was attended by more than
150 members and friends of the Chamber and special guests of the Furama
Hotel, including community leaders and representatives of community
organisations.
 
Special thanks to City of Sydney Deputy Lord Mayor Jess Miller, NSW
Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism Mr Mark Coure MP, Councillor
Robert Kok, and to our event partners Furama Hotel, Millon Wines, Gong
Grocer and Altitude Tea, the very talented Guzheng musicians (Catherine,
Joyce, Quinn and Yirui) from the Australian-Chinese Young Cultural
Ambassadors (ACYCA), and the baby lion performers (Aurora, Cooper, Ellis
and Lyla) from Pak Hok Kung Fu International. We are also grateful to the
many of you who generously donated raffle prizes.
 
Below are some of the photos taken that evening and there are also more
on our Chamber website.
 
You can also view two short videos of the event on our Chamber’s
Instagram page HERE and HERE by VisionVivo and SoozAbed
Media respectively.

Official Opening of Caption by Hyatt Central Sydney, 13

Oct 2025

Warmest congratulations to our Haymarket Chamber of Commerce
member, Caption by Hyatt Central Sydney, on its official opening on 13
October 2025.
 
Special guests at the ribbon-cutting ceremony included City of
Sydney Deputy Lord Mayor Jess Miller, Hyatt Asia Pacific Group
President David Udell, and Linus Zhang, representing the property
owner, LFG Group. Haymarket Chamber of Commerce was represented at
the opening by our President, Vincent Lim.
 
Located in the heart of Haymarket at 13 Parker Street, the 174-room hotel
blends community-first hospitality, tech-enabled convenience, and locally
inspired design to create a dynamic space where travellers and locals can
connect. The hotel team is led by General Manager Temara Exton, who
brings over 20 years of international hospitality experience across the
United States, Asia Pacific, and Australia.
 
Caption by Hyatt Central Sydney’s collaboration with local artists Chris
Yee, Hiromi Tango, and Samy Baby is a wonderful example of how
international brands can celebrate local identity.
 
What a fantastic addition this hotel is to our Haymarket precinct!
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Simon Chan AM appointed Chair of Multicultural NSW

Advisory Board

Congratulations to our former Chamber president, Simon Chan AM, on his
recent appointment as Chair of the Multicultural NSW Advisory Board. 
 
Simon was President of the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce from 2014
to 2021 and still sits on our Executive Committee. 
 
This significant and well-deserved appointment was announced by the
NSW Government on 11 September 2025. Prior to being appointed Chair,
Simon had been a member of the Advisory Board since 2018, and he is one
of its longest serving members. 
 
NSW Minister for Multiculturalism, Mr Steve Kamper MP, said:
 
“Simon has been an outstanding contributor to the Advisory Board for many
years, and his experience, advocacy and community work made him an
obvious candidate to take on this important role.
 
A multiculturalism champion, Simon has done incredible work supporting
and uplifting NSW’s diverse communities, with a track record of success.”
 
You can read the full media release relating to Simon’s appointment on
the Multicultural NSW website.
 
The Multicultural NSW website also has a fascinating story on Simon’s life
of reinvention and connection. Simon’s family story weaves through
decades of migration and resilience from his great-grandfather’s move
from China to Papua New Guinea, to Simon’s own arrival in Australia at
the age of 16 to enrol at St Joseph’s College in Hunters Hill, and his
subsequent transformation from architect to arts and community
champion. You can read Simon’s story HERE.

Multicultural NSW Stronger Together Festival and Event

Grants Program – applications now open

The Multicultural NSW Stronger Together Festival and Event Grants
Program supports multicultural and multifaith community groups in the
production of festivals and events that celebrate and embrace our state’s
vibrant cultural diversity.
 
The grant amount ranges from $5,000 to a maximum of $20,000
per event. 

Applicants must address how their proposed festivals and events will:

promote cross-cultural awareness and understanding, 
engage a broad cross-section of the NSW community, 
ensure NSW’s multicultural communities can celebrate, preserve and
share traditions, and 
be accessible by the general public. 

Applications are now open (for festivals and events to be held between 1
April 2026 – 30 September 2026) and close at 5pm on Monday 24 November
2025. 
 
You can access further information on the program and the grant
guidelines HERE and apply HERE.

Chinatown Purple Flag precinct

 The Purple Flag program in NSW is managed by the NSW Government. It is
an internationally recognised accreditation program that celebrates
vibrant, diverse and well-managed night-time precincts.  

Sydney’s Chinatown, which sits in the heart of Haymarket, is an ideal
candidate to apply for Purple Flag status. The Chinatown Purple Flag
precinct is an initiative being led by Haymarket Alliance, of which the
Chamber is a founding member.  

Other Purple Flag precincts in NSW include Lakemba, Marrickville, YCK
Laneways and Parramatta CBD. Earning the Purple Flag signals to locals
and visitors alike that the precinct is a safe, welcoming and vibrant place
to enjoy after dark - ultimately benefiting the visitor experience and also
the local business economy.  

Members of the Chinatown precinct inaugural working group participated
in a precinct self-assessment on 4 October 2025. This included assessing
Chinatown's night-time economy, safety, appeal and overall perception of
the area.  

The outcome of our Purple Flag application is expected to be announced by
the State government in February 2026. Read more about the program
HERE.

City of Sydney’s Free Online Circular Economy Training for Small
Businesses

Want to cut costs, reduce waste, and build a more resilient business?
 
The City of Sydney is offering free online circular economy training
designed specifically for small businesses. 
 
Learn how to make your operations more sustainable with practical tools,
handy checklists, videos and local case studies. 
Course content includes:

Module 1 – Introduction: How circular thinking boosts resilience and
reduces costs
Module 2 – How to begin: 3 easy principles to get started
Module 3 – Maximising value: Identify high-impact opportunities
from reuse to rethink
Module 4 – Business models: Local success stories to inspire your
next move
Module 5 – Getting started: Build your own action plan

Register now to access all 5 modules
 
If you have any questions about the course, you may also contact the
course coordinator, Ifan Jones, at ijones@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
 
Three separate expert-led webinars for the Retail, Hospitality, and
Professional Services sectors had also been organised where one could
connect with the expert for a discussion on the issues and opportunities
for the relevant sector. 
 
The Retail and Hospitality webinars took place on 14 October and 30 October
2025 respectively, and the final webinar for the Professional Services sector
will be held on Monday 10 November 2025 from 12 noon – 1 pm. 
 
You can register for this final webinar for professional services and office-
based businesses HERE.
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City of Sydney Breakfast Event - Serve everyone: How Inclusive
Businesses Win More Customers, 18 Nov 2025

To mark this year’s International Day of People with Disability, the City of
Sydney will be bringing together industry leaders on 18 November for a
breakfast panel discussion on how inclusive design and communication
can help one’s business thrive.
 
The topics that will be covered at this free breakfast event entitled Serve
everyone: how inclusive businesses win more customers include:

How inclusive customer experiences drive loyalty and sales. 
Simple, practical steps to make your venue more welcoming. 
How to align your brand with values of diversity and inclusion. 
How to use the Zero Barriers self-assessment tool. 
Insights into accessibility standards and expectations. 

The panel speakers are:

Megan Spindler Smith – Deputy CEO of People with Disability
Australia (PWDA) and member of the City of Sydney’s Inclusion
(Disability) Advisory Panel.
 
Siobhan Tierney – Director, Equal Rights at Work, Australian Human
Rights Commission.
 
Mawuli Dokli – representative, Zero Barriers.
 

Event details
Where: Marconi Room, Town Hall House, 456 Kent Street, Sydney, NSW
2000
When: Tuesday, 18 November 2025, 8 am – 10 am.
Cost: Free but registration is essential.
 
Register Here
 
This event has live captions, Auslan interpreting, and is wheelchair
accessible. For any other accessibility requirements, please contact Frank
Newman at the City of Sydney at 02 9265 9333.

Invitation to Remembrance Sunday Service at the

Australian Chinese Ex-Services Monument in Haymarket,

9 Nov 2025

The Australian Chinese Ex-Services Association (ACEA) will be holding a
Remembrance Sunday service at the Australian Chinese Ex-Services
Monument at 1 Dixon Street, Haymarket, on 9 Nov 2025 at 10.30 am. All are
welcome to attend. 
 
The service is held to commemorate Australian ex-services personnel of
Chinese descent and their significant contribution. 
 
The inscription on the left side of the Monument at 1 Dixon Street reads:
 
“On this Remembrance Day, 11 November 2002, this site was dedicated
by the NSW Government for a monument to Australians of Chinese
heritage who served with pride, courage and distinction in the
Australian Defence Forces and Merchant Navy during the Boer War,
WWI, WWII, in Malaya, Korea and Vietnam, and those serving today.”
 
The Monument was unveiled on 14 March 2003 by the then NSW Premier,
the Hon Bob Carr MP in “recognition of the commitment to the nation of
Australians of Chinese heritage.”
 
Earlier this year, on 22 March 2025, a service was held to mark the 22nd
anniversary of the unveiling of the Monument with the guest of honour
being the Governor of NSW, Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret
Beazley AC KC. You can read Her Excellency’s speech on the Governor’s
official  website. 
 
The Chamber will be represented at the upcoming Remembrance Sunday
Service, and we hope that you too will be able to join us to commemorate
the many who had served with pride, courage and distinction.

New Members

Karms Fung
 

Karms Fung is a former CPA turned international coach.  She is the
founder of Excel Purpose, a personal development and leadership training
company that helps professionals unlock their potential to earn money
doing what they love. 
 
After 15 years working in project delivery (trusted with $2.3+ billion), Karms
made a bold leap from numbers to neuroscience, retraining in Neuro-
Linguistic Programming (NLP) and communication mastery. Today, she is
a certified NLP trainer who works with professionals and entrepreneurs to
bridge the gap between mindset and performance - transforming stress
into clarity, and ambition into aligned success. 
 
Through her signature frameworks and book club, Karms has also built a
growing movement of purpose-driven leaders connecting Australia to the
US. 
 
Her mission is simple: help people escape the mental grind, lead with
confidence, create lives they don't need a holiday from, and having money
to splurge on holiday is awesome too!

Jon Choi 
 

Jon Choi is a Relationship Executive at BOQ Private Bank, based in Sydney
CBD. 
 
With a strong entrepreneurial background and deep financial expertise,
Jon delivers tailored private banking solutions to entrepreneurs, high-
net-worth individuals, business owners, investors, and professionals. 
 
He is a Justice of the Peace in NSW and a member of the Australian
Institute of Company Directors (MAICD), reflecting his commitment to
professional integrity and governance. Originally from Hong Kong and
fluent in Chinese, Jon also brings a multicultural perspective and a
relationship-driven approach to his work. 
 
Jon is passionate about helping clients grow their wealth and is dedicated
to making a meaningful impact in both the banking sector and the
broader business community.
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Richie Widjaja

 
Richie Widjaja is Managing Director of Inveniax Pty Ltd, a Sydney-based
company with a vision to empower people and businesses through data,
media, and everyday services. 

Inveniax currently operates three divisions: Data & Analytics Consulting,
Event Media, and Everyday Services. 

With a background in financial services and leadership roles in Australia
and New Zealand, Richie brings deep expertise in data intelligence,
analytics, and strategy. He is a Chartered Accountant, Fellow of the
Financial Services Institute of Australasia (FINSIA),  and an affiliate of the
Australian Institute of Company Directors (AICD).

Richie is also a passionate communicator and creative, blending his
corporate experience with a growing career in acting and public
speaking. He is a former Area Director at Toastmasters. 

Richie joined the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce to connect with great
people, support local businesses, and contribute to the local vibrant
multicultural community. He is excited to collaborate, share insights, and
help shape the future of business in the Haymarket precinct.

HCC on social media

The Chamber is on social media, including Facebook and Instagram. Please
keep up to date with the latest news from Haymarket and give us a follow
and like!

JOIN HCC

 
If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce as a member, or would like to have more

information about us, please visit our website at
haymarketchamber.org.au
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