
HCC News – July and August 2025

President's Welcome

I am pleased to report that our Chamber held
another successful Business Forum and
Networking event at the Sydney Central
Hotel in Haymarket on 27 August 2025. The
feedback from both our guest presenters and
attendees was overwhelmingly positive. The
topics and issues discussed were all current
but more importantly, attendees found the
forum to be informative and highly valuable
and this of course reflects the quality and
expertise of our speakers. 
 
In discussing the economy, we had the
privilege of hearing from Senior Economist
and Head of Australian Economics at the
Commonwealth Bank of Australia
(CBA), Belinda Allen, and RSM Australia
Economist, Devika Shivadekar. To help us
understand the NSW Government’s programs
and policies to increase housing supply, and
the opportunities arising therefrom, we heard
from experienced architect and founder of A+
Design Group, Kaichi Leung. In the final
session, we were given a masterclass on non-
bank lending by Nick Raphaely of AltX
Financial Group and David Crotty of WINGATE,
now part of CapitaLand Investment Group. We
are grateful to all of them. 
 
Our attendees took away a bundle of
knowledge and information with them, not
least the following: inflation in Australia is
now very much under control and we can
expect an interest rate cut, not in September,
but in November 2025 subject to any surprises
in the quarterly inflation data being released
in October or in global events. And NAIRU is
not a south pacific nation but stands for the
Non-Accelerating Inflation Rate of
Unemployment. In understanding housing
supply, a good and clever design is just as
important as the enabling legislation. Finally,
the unlocking of very substantial new capital
for lending means borrowers now have more
lending products that they can choose from
depending on individual circumstances.
 
In the last issue of our newsletter, I mentioned
that forty-five years ago, on 15 August 1980, 22
members of the then Dixon Street Chinese
Committee (DSCC) jointly hosted, with the
Council of the City of Sydney, a reception at
the New Tai Yuen Restaurant located at 52
Dixon Street, Haymarket, to celebrate the
completion of the project known as the
“beautification of Sydney’s Dixon Street,
Chinatown”. I have since been informed by our
community elder, Mr King Fong OAM, who
was also present at the reception, that the
address of the New Tai Yuen Restaurant was 31
Dixon Street and not 52 Dixon Street. He is of
course correct, and I apologise for the error
and thank Mr Fong for his correction. 52 Dixon
Street was the location of DSCC’s office. Forty-
five years on, Dixon Street is now being
upgraded by the City of Sydney and works
have recently commenced (details below). 
 
Finally, I would like to extend a warm
invitation to each of you to join us for
our Mid-Autumn Festival celebration in
Haymarket on 24 September 2025 (full details
below), which is being jointly hosted with our
Chamber member, Furama Darling Harbour
Hotel. And a Happy Father’s Day to all for this
Sunday!

Vincent Lim
President
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce 

Latest News

HCC Winter Business Forum and Networking Evening, 27
August 2025

Our Haymarket Chamber of Commerce Winter Business Forum and
Networking Evening was held at the Sydney Central Hotel (managed by
The Ascott Ltd), in Haymarket on Wednesday, 27 August 2025.
 
We would like to thank all of you who attended and for making the event
such a successful evening. 
 
We would also like to specially thank our presenters/panellists, Belinda
Allen (Senior Economist & Head of Australian Economics at the
Commonwealth Bank of Australia), Devika Shivadekar (Economist at RSM
Australia), Kaichi Leung (Architect & Founder of A+ Design Group), Nick
Raphaely (Co-Founder and Co-CEO of AltX Financial Group), David
Crotty (Director, Property Originations, WINGATE) and our own Chamber
President, Vincent Lim, who moderated the panel discussions, and our
Chamber Vice President, Ruby Cheung, and Chamber member Soosan
Abed for their help and oversight in ensuring that the event took place
smoothly. 
 
We are also most grateful to the staff at the Sydney Central Hotel for
helping us host such a great event. Special mention goes to Julie
Wilson, Jim Paras, Vicky Nguyen and Anamaria Mihaescu. 
 
You can view a short video of the evening produced by VisionVivo on
our Chamber’s Instagram HERE.  Below are some photos taken at the event,
and there are more on our website events page.

HCC Mid-Autumn Festival celebration at the Furama

Hotel, Wednesday 24 Sep 2025

Haymarket Chamber of Commerce cordially invites you to our 2025 Mid-
Autumn (Moon) Festival celebration at the Furama Darling Harbour
Hotel in Haymarket. 

Mid-Autumn Festival is generally regarded as the second most important
celebration in the lunar calendar after the new year.

Food will be catered by our Chamber member and co-host Furama Darling
Harbour Hotel with wines from Millon Wines (also a member of our
Chamber). Beers and non-alcoholic drinks will be served too.

This celebratory evening will feature a special Guzheng music performance
by young musicians from the Australian Chinese Young Cultural
Ambassadors (ACYCA) under the leadership of Ms Ying Liu.

We will also be serving mooncakes specially catered by a valued member
of our community, Gong Grocer.

Date: Wednesday, 24 Sept 2025
Time: 6.00 pm – 8.45 pm
Dress: Festive
Venue: Furama Darling Harbour Hotel
Address: 68 Harbour Street, Haymarket, Sydney 2000
Tickets: HCC Members $30, Non-Members $40
 
BOOK HERE
 
Please book early as tickets are limited and we are once again expecting a
full house of around 120 attendees.

Dixon Street Upgrade and Relocation of the Chinatown

Friday Night Markets from 5 Sep 2025

Image: Opening of Dixon Street pedestrian mall in 1980, City of Sydney
archives
 
The heart of Sydney’s Chinatown, Dixon Street, is being transformed. The
improvement works by the City of Sydney, which will be the first major
upgrade since the gates were erected in 1980, have recently commenced,
and will continue in stages until the end of 2026. 
 
The upgrade, including new paving inserts, street furniture and lighting,
will blend cultural heritage with contemporary design and is being carried
out as part of the City’s broader Haymarket and Chinatown revitalisation
program.
 
The Friday night Chinatown Markets at Dixon Street and Little Hay Street
are temporarily closed and from 5 September 2025, a smaller version of the
markets will relocate to the pedestrian area bounded by Hay and Harbour
Streets, adjacent to the Paddy’s Market Light Rail stop. This temporary
relocation will help maintain market activity and community vibrancy
within the precinct while works are underway. The markets are expected
to return to their original location on Dixon Street in May 2026.
 
For more details and information on the Dixon Street improvement works,
visit the City of Sydney’s website.

City Night Markets at Belmore Park, Fridays from 4 Sep-

21 Nov

Belmore Park in Haymarket will transform into a lively hawker-style
marketplace each Friday evening from Friday 5 September. Running from
4pm to 9pm until 21 November, the City Night Markets will be produced by
AMA Events Management and bring together food, fashion, handmade
crafts, gourmet produce and more, alongside live entertainment.

The free weekly market offers visitors a chance to shop, eat and enjoy
performances under the city lights. All stalls and event infrastructure will
be set up on paved areas to protect the park’s turf, leaving the lawns open
for visitors to picnic and relax.

Perfect for after-work gatherings, casual dinners or a family night out, the
City Night Markets promise a vibrant atmosphere and something for
everyone.

For more details, visit amaconnect.com.au/markets

Chinese Australian Forum’s 40th Anniversary celebration,

Friday 5 Sep 2025
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Congratulations to the Chinese Australian Forum (CAF) on the

40th anniversary of its founding. 
 
For four decades, CAF has “built bridges, facilitated conversations, fostered
active citizenship, and promoted cultural harmony.”
 

CAF will be hosting a 40th anniversary celebration at the Zilver
Restaurant in Chatswood on Friday, 5 September 2025, commencing at 6
pm.
 
Tickets were available for purchase on TryBooking but may have been sold
out. For ticketing enquiries, please contact CAF via the TryBooking site.
 

From Bananas to Department Stores, MOCA History Week Events, 12 and
13 Sep 2025

The Museum of Chinese in Australia (MOCA) will be hosting a talk by Mr
Gordon Mar entitled From Bananas to Department Stores on each of
Friday 12 September 2025 (6 pm - 7 pm) and Saturday, 13 September 2025.   
 
For centuries, the main sea routes travelled by the Chinese have been the
southern seas and oceans. They have settled in every part of the Pacific, from
nearby countries to the southern-most countries of Australia and New
Zealand. A number of stories have been told of those who came to Australia.
Here is one of those remarkable stories as told by Gordon Mar. His story
begins with some early Chinese from Zhongshan County, including Gordon’s
forebears, founding a fruit store in 1890 in Haymarket. How this business,
Wing Sang & Co., not only became a thriving fruit and banana business for
nearly a century but how some of these merchants branched into
establishing the 'big four' Shanghai and Hong Kong department stores:
Sincere, Wing On, The Sun and Sun Sun, is a most fascinating tale.
 
This is a free event, but booking is essential. The 12 Sep 2025 evening
session is fully booked. 
 
MOCA has now scheduled a second session on Saturday 13 Sep 2025 (11 am –
12.30 pm). 

To secure your ticket for 13 Sep 2025, BOOK HERE.

Complimentary Day Tickets to the Sydney Contemporary, Carriageworks,
11- 14 Sep 2025

Image credit: Sydney Contemporary 
 
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce that, with the
compliments of our friends at the MA Financial Group, we have 20 Day
Tickets to the Sydney Contemporary,  Australasia's premier art fair, to give
away to our Chamber members and guests. Each ticket is for a single day
admission during General Admission hours on any one day between 11 – 14
September 2025. 
 
MA Financial Group is the Principal Partner of Sydney Contemporary, the
largest and most diverse gathering of leading contemporary art galleries
from Australia, New Zealand, Asia and around the world. There will be
over 110 galleries represented which will showcase the work of over 500
leading and emerging contemporary artists.
 
Date: Thursday, 11-14 September 2025
Where: Carriageworks, 245 Wilson St, Eveleigh, NSW

Please email us at info@haymarketchamber.org.au to request your tickets
(a maximum of 2 tickets per person) which will be allocated by us on a
first come first served basis up to a total of 20 tickets.  

NSW Women of the Year Awards 2026 – Nominations

Close 9 Sep 2025

Nominations for the 2026 NSW Women Awards opened on 5 August 2025
and will close at 11.59 pm on Tuesday, 9 September 2025.
 
The recipients of the awards will be announced at the NSW Women of the
Year Awards ceremony on Thursday 5 March 2026 as part of NSW
Women's Week 2026 (2-8 March 2026).
 
Since 2012 these annual awards have recognised the women and girls
whose determination, bravery, skill and passion has inspired their
communities and others to achieve great things. The awards celebrate the
role models who challenge inequality, innovate and inspire.
 
Nominations are open for the following categories:

NSW Premier's Woman of Excellence
NSW Community Hero
NSW Young Woman of the Year
NSW Aboriginal Woman of the Year
NSW Regional Woman of the Year
Ones to Watch (only parents/guardians and teachers can nominate)
Local Woman of the Year (only Members of Parliament and their
office can nominate) 

For the eligibility requirements and terms and conditions for the NSW
Women of the Year Awards 2026, visit NSW Women of the Year Awards |
NSW Government.
 
Nominations may be submitted HERE.
 
If you have any questions, you may
email womenoftheyear@tco.nsw.gov.au

2026 NSW Multicultural Community Medals and Honour

Roll - nominations now open

Tony Pang OAM (centre) receiving his Lifetime Community Service Medal
from NSW Premier Chris Minns MP (right) and Minister for
Multiculturalism, Stephen Kamper MP (left) at the 2024 Premier’s Harmony
Dinner (Image: Multicultural NSW)

Nominations for the 2026 NSW Multicultural Community
Medals and Multicultural Honour Roll are now open.
 
Nominations opened on 22 August 2025 and will close at 11:59pm on
Sunday, 28 September 2025.
 
The Multicultural Community Medals celebrate the people and
organisations who continuously strive to make NSW a harmonious place
for everyone. The winners are recognised for their outstanding leadership,
innovation and community connection. They are the change makers, the
thought leaders, working tirelessly behind the scenes to shape a
harmonious NSW.
 
The Multicultural Honour Roll is a posthumous recognition
commemorating the legacy and impact the recipient had on influencing
an inclusive, resilient and peaceful society for all. Inductees of the
Multicultural Honour Roll are remembered in a permanent public record
for their lasting contribution to the community in New South Wales that
extends beyond their passing.
 
Nominations may be lodged online HERE.
 
The 2026 Multicultural Community Medal winners and the Multicultural
Honour Roll inductees will be announced during the 2026 Premier’s
Harmony Dinner, to be held on 26 March 2026 at the ICC Sydney.

Multicultural NSW Project Grants – applications now

open

The Multicultural NSW Stronger Together Grants Program supports
multicultural projects across NSW that foster community harmony and
celebrate cultural diversity as a part of our identity and way of life.
 
The program funds projects that can make a lasting positive impact on
social cohesion and meet a community need at the grassroots level.
 
Project grants range from $20,000 to a maximum of $50,000.
 
Applications are open for projects to be delivered between 1 January 2026
and 31 December 2026. Apply HERE.
 
Applications close at 5pm on Monday 15 September 2025. You can access
further information on the program and the project grant guidelines HERE.

Reboot Series 2: a free webinar series to help small

businesses, creatives and retailers learn, innovate and

grow

Series 2 of this year’s Reboot webinars returns on Tuesday, 9 September
2025.
 
It builds on the foundational pillars covered in series 1 earlier this year, by
exploring how businesses can maximise opportunities and emerging
trends to grow and adapt in today’s changing world. Get the skills you need
to set yourself up for success!
 
The five webinars in Series 2 are:

1. How to Use Meta-Ads for Black Friday and Christmas – Heather Porter
2. Attract Your Ideal Clients on Social Media – Monique Forcella
3. AI Hacks Every Small Business Owner Needs to Know – Simon Hillier
4. Sales Techniques That Help Your Business Stand Out – Jacob Sutton
5. Get Found on Google – SEO Made Simple – Lauren Fraser
 

All webinar registrations are free and can be made on the City of
Sydney’s Reboot webpage.
 
If you missed the Reboot Series 1 webinars, you can still watch them on
the Reboot webpage.
 
The Reboot webinar series is brought to you by the City of Sydney and
proudly supported by Service NSW Business Bureau.

Meet the Makers Dining Event: Karu Distillery x Thomas

St Kitchen & Bar at Sydney Central Hotel, Friday 5 Sep

2025

Our Chamber member Sydney Central Hotel (managed by The Ascott Ltd) is
delighted to invite you to a special dining event at its Thomas St Kitchen &
Bar on Friday, 5 September 2025 (6.30 pm – 10 pm) at 169-179 Thomas St,
Haymarket. 
 
This is more than just a dinner, it's an intimate experience designed to
connect you with the passionate people behind the evening.  
 
Indulge in a unique 5-course degustation where Sydney Central Hotel’s very
own Executive Chef Aman Prasad expertly pairs his innovative creations
with bespoke cocktails crafted with Karu Distillery’s stunning spirits.
 
You will also have the chance to meet Ally Ayres, co-owner and head
distiller of Karu. A former chef and avid forager, Ally brings a unique,
hands-on approach to distilling, crafting spirits that are both complex and
inspired by native Australian botanicals. Her expertise and dedication have
earned Karu a reputation for excellence. Ally will be joined by Brogan
Clark, Karu's Brand Ambassador, who will guide you through the nuanced
flavours of each spirit and share the stories behind their creation.
 
BOOK NOW for an unforgettable dining experience.

Ibis Styles Sydney Central Hotel - September Dining

Offers at Mee So Delights

Our Chamber member Ibis Styles Sydney Central Hotel has 2 incredible
dining offers at its Korean-Japanese fusion restaurant and bar Mee So
Delights located at 27 Wentworth Ave, Sydney, NSW 2010.  
 
Haymarket Chamber members and their guests will receive a 15% discount
when you book and quote “Haymarket Chamber” in the reservation notes.
 Please book early as places are limited. 
 
Father's Day @ Mee So Delights
Date: Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 September 2025
Time: 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Price: $79 per adult, $29 per child (under 12yrs)
Bonus: Each adult guest can choose a drink pairing to enjoy with their
main course, from premium Japanese red wine and craft beer to a smoky
whisky highball or refreshing lychee-ginger mocktail.
Booking & Enquiries: +61 2 72552100 I info@meeso.com
Book online : Mee So Reservations
 

Taste of September @ Mee So Delights
Date: Saturday 20 September 2025 
Time: 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Price: $99 per adult
Bonus: Complimentary cocktail welcome drink and exclusive Mee So wine
pairing with special set menu. 
Booking & Enquiries: +61 2 72552100 I info@meeso.com
Book online : Mee So Reservations

New Members

V.E.P Australia 
 

V.E.P. Australia is built on more than two decades of expertise in delivering
impactful experiences for some of the world’s most recognisable brands,
including Disney, Coca-Cola, Nike, Mercedes-Benz, PETRONAS, Ali Baba, and
Samsung.
 
We integrate everything needed to make an event a success: event
management, creative design, video production, websites, social media,
technology and more, all handled inhouse by our 40-strong global team.
With everyone working under one roof, coordination flows seamlessly to
ensure every project runs smoothly. Instead of juggling multiple vendors,
clients work with a single project manager who streamlines
communication and manages our internal teams. Backed by extensive
experience and a proven track record, we know how to deliver results that
truly make an impact.
 
With a growing presence in Australia and experience across cities such as
Tokyo, Osaka, Dubai, and Barcelona, V.E.P. continues to expand its global
footprint, providing immersive, strategic and technology-driven event
solutions that elevate brand engagement across the region.

Caption by Hyatt Central Sydney 
 

Caption by Hyatt Central Sydney is a new style of hotel, the first of its kind
in Australia, blending bold design, flexible spaces, and a focus on people
and place in the heart of Haymarket. 
 
At its centre is Talk Shop, an all-day social hub that’s more than a hotel
bar. For travellers and locals alike, it’s a place to connect and enjoy. From
Headlands Coffee to simple cocktails, iced teas, indulgent burgers, and
nutritious bowls. Local happenings including trivia and mahjong nights
make it a true hub for connection.
 
The hotel offers 174 design-forward rooms, Fitness Studio, Grab and Go, and
The Gathering Place for small meetings. Championing sustainability, it
embraces a guest-led, host-supported service model and tech-enabled ease
with check-in kiosks and QR ordering. 
 
With artist collaborations from Chris Yee, Samy Baby, and Hiromi Tango,
there’s no better place for Caption by Hyatt to call home than the heart of
Haymarket, Sydney.

HCC on social media

The Chamber is on social media, including Facebook and Instagram. Please
keep up to date with the latest news from Haymarket and give us a follow
and like!

JOIN HCC

 
If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce as a member, or would like to have more

information about us, please visit our website at
haymarketchamber.org.au
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