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President's Welcome

The Federal Government’s proposal to introduce
legislation to cap, and therefore significantly reduce,
the number of international students coming to
Australia from 2025 onwards has the potential of
causing substantial long-term damage to our
international education industry and should be
reconsidered.
 
It is generally accepted that the hosting of
international students brings substantial benefits to
our country. Each one of us gains from this
important export sector, whether directly or
indirectly, and the benefit also goes far beyond
financial considerations including the
strengthening of our relationships across the world. 
 
Whilst it is true that there is much room for reform
within the sector, including steps to ensure that
student visas are not wrongfully used by some
purely for working purposes, the current proposal by
the Government goes much further than that. At its
core, it would appear to be about reducing numbers
as quickly as possible to address Australia’s housing
crisis. But at what cost? 
 
In the short term, a reduction in student numbers
may alleviate some pressures in the housing rental
market which looks like an attractive solution on
paper. However, in the longer term, the education
industry and Australia’s reputation as a reliable
quality education provider risk being permanently
damaged with likely minimal corresponding
benefits to the housing sector. 
 
Increasing housing supply including purpose-built
student accommodation as a matter of priority
would be the better and less damaging answer to
housing accessibility. This requires collaboration
between the different levels of government and with
the education and property sectors. The provision of
tax incentives to encourage quicker and greater
housing supply may also be a viable consideration
and could even prove to be less costly overall. 
 
On Tuesday 10 September 2024, the Chamber will be
co-hosting a Mid-Autumn Festival celebration with
the Furama Hotel, and we look forward to you
joining us for this very special celebration which
will now include a guzheng Chinese classical music
performance (full event details below).

Vincent Lim
President
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce

Latest News

Invitation to Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration in

Sydney’s Chinatown on 10 Sep 2024

Haymarket Chamber of Commerce and our Chamber member Furama
Hotel would like to extend an invitation to all to join us for this
year’s Mid-Autumn Festival (also known as Moon Festival) celebration at
the Furama Darling Harbour Hotel in Sydney’s Chinatown on Tuesday, 10
September 2024.
 

Each year, Mid-Autumn Festival is celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth
month of the lunar calendar and is generally regarded as the second most
important celebration in the lunar calendar. This year it falls on 17
September 2024. We will be celebrating it a week earlier to ensure that as
many of you as possible are able to attend and so that you can spend the
actual day with your families. 
 
Canapes and drinks will be served throughout the evening including
award-winning wines from our Chamber member Millon Wines.
 
There will be a special guzheng music performance by musicians from
the Sydney Guyun Yaxuan Guzheng Arts Academy (at approximately 7
pm). 
 
Another highlight of the evening will be a 21-step Gongfu style tea
ceremony to be performed by our Chamber member, Cara Chen of Altitude
Tea. Tea will be served to all guests, to be enjoyed with mooncakes
specially catered by another important member of our community, Gong
Grocer.
 
We look forward to seeing all members and friends of the Chamber come
together again for this special event. We are currently expecting a full
capacity of around 120 guests, and there are only a few tickets left.

Date: Tuesday, 10 September 2024
Time: 6.00 pm – 8.30 pm
Dress: Festive
Venue: Furama Darling Harbour Hotel 
Address: 68 Harbour Street, Haymarket, Sydney 2000 
Tickets: Members $15, Non-Members $28
 
BOOK HERE

Sydney Streets Festival @ Haymarket, Sat 21 Sep 2024, 11

am – 10 pm

The City of Sydney’s Sydney Streets festival returns to Haymarket on
Saturday, 21 September 2024.

Come join us for a day of fun in Sydney’s Chinatown for the whole family.
The event runs from 11am to 10pm. Parts of Dixon, Hay, Little Hay and
Sussex streets will be closed to traffic. 
 
Local businesses will showcase their best with special offers including food
and drinks, pop-ups, engaging activations including a Chinese cultural
corner, tea tasting and more.
 
Experience the vibrant festival atmosphere with live music, entertainers,
kids' activities, and alfresco dining.
 
There will be a performance stage set up at the corner of Dixon St and Little
Hay St. Performance schedule will be released by the City of Sydney a week
before the event. 
 
For further information, visit Sydney Streets in Haymarket | City of Sydney
- What’s On (nsw.gov.au)
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Chinatown Ceremonial Gates restoration begins

Photo: Chris Southwood

Work has begun on the restoration of the two iconic Chinatown gates on
Dixon Street. Completed in 1980, the gates were an initiative of the Dixon
Street Chinese Committee and designed by architect Henry Tsang OAM.
They incorporate traditional Chinese design and ornamentation.
 
Nearly half a century on, the gates are in need of refurbishment, with the
deteriorated concrete lion sculptures to be replaced and the timber
decorating panels upgraded. The ceramic roof tiles will also be replaced
and new lighting installed.

Restoration of the gates is being led by City of Sydney and guided by a
heritage study from GML Heritage in consultation with Henry Tsang.

We look forward to the project being completed in early 2025.

Introducing our new Haymarket Coordinator

As part of the City of Sydney’s Haymarket and Chinatown revitalisation
program, the City council recently appointed Nicole Wong as our new
Haymarket Coordinator. 
 
We very much welcome Nicole’s appointment as prior to her taking up this
new role, she had already been a keen advocate for Haymarket and
Chinatown as a volunteer for the Soul of Chinatown non-profit group.
 
As Haymarket Coordinator, Nicole’s role will include the following:

Coordinating local stakeholders including residents, local
organisations, landowners and businesses. 
 
Managing key projects and programs within the Haymarket and
Chinatown Revitalisation Strategy in collaboration with key
stakeholders to maximise economic, social, cultural, and
environmental outcomes. 
 
Coordinate the monitoring, evaluation and reporting of the economic,
social, cultural, and environmental impact of projects/programs. 
 
Maintaining awareness and expertise in relevant local projects,
developments, and news, as well as wider economic issues, methods,
policy and legislation changes. 
 
Providing advice to senior management at the City to support the
delivery of the Haymarket and Chinatown Revitalisation Strategy and
contribute to the priorities of the City Life Division to drive economic,
social, cultural and environmental outcomes. 

Open Letter to NSW Premier on the Proposed Lightrail

from Parramatta Road to Green Square via Central

On 12 August 2024, an open letter was sent to the Premier of New South
Wales, the Hon Chris Minns MP, urging the NSW Government’s support for
a new light rail line from Parramatta Road and Broadway to Green Square
via Central Station.
 
The letter was signed on behalf of 43 organisations including City of
Sydney by Lord Mayor Clover Moore AO, Committee for Sydney by its CEO
Eamon Waterford, Burwood Council by its Mayor John Faker, State
Member for Sydney Alex Greenwich MP, Member for Newtown Jenny
Leong, and others including University of Sydney, UTS, University of Notre
Dame , Dexus, Investa, CBRE, Lend Lease, Mirvac, Atlassian, Property
Council of Australia and Haymarket Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Some of the key benefits highlighted in the letter were the following: 

Light rail along Parramatta Road will attract investment in
desperately needed new housing, contributing towards the National
Housing Accord and local housing targets. Homes, including more
affordable homes, will be well located, close to parks, recreational
facilities, schools and universities, shops and services.
 
Reclaiming Parramatta Road as a high street is possible with light rail
as the catalyst. Making great places that people want to spend time
and patronise local businesses on the corridor can only be achieved
with more space for people.
 
It will transport thousands of workers and students to jobs and
education, boost businesses, support the 24-hour economy, and
contribute to Sydney’s net-zero future by enabling more trips to be
taken by public and active transport.
 
Light rail through the Tech Central Innovation Precinct will also
support Sydney’s start-up sector already estimated to be worth $102
billion, attracting around $10 billion investment each year. With
improved connectivity, Tech Central will be Sydney’s strongest
drawcard for attracting talent, investment, scale-ups, and global
companies looking for an international office location.
 
The route will service key places people want to get to such as the
University of Sydney, the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Broadway
Shopping Centre, University of Technology Sydney, Tech Central and
the library, aquatic centre and other community facilities at Green
Square Town Centre and Burwood Town Centre. 

You can read a full copy of the open letter to Premier Chris Minns on our
Chamber website.

NSW Small Business Month – Sydney Expo 2 October 2024

The NSW Small Business Commission is hosting a series of Small Business
Month Expos across New South Wales to celebrate the contribution that
small businesses make.
 
The Sydney Expo will be held on Wednesday 2 October 2024 (from 1 pm – 7
pm) at the Hilton Hotel, at 488 George Street, Sydney.
 
This is a free event, but registration is required. 
 
To attend, register HERE.
 
For more information on the NSW Small Business Month, visit its website.

Multicultural Review Framework Report released

Under the Commonwealth Government’s October 2022 Budget measure, A
Government that works for Multicultural Australia, the Australian
Government committed to implement a Multicultural Framework
Review which aimed to ensure the Government's multicultural policy
settings and institutional arrangements were fit for purpose to further
advance Australia's multicultural society.
 
A panel of three eminent Australians – Dr Bulent Hass Dellal AO, Ms
Nyadol Nyuon OAM and Ms Christine Castley – was subsequently
appointed to conduct the Review. The Panel was supported by a Reference
Group that included people with lived experience in or supporting
multicultural communities, along with key non-government stakeholders.
The Reference Group members were Mr Osmond Chiu, Ms Swati Dave, Ms
Rana Ebrahimi, Mr Bachar Houli, Mr John Kamara, Ms Premila Levaci and
Mr Mohammad Al-Khafaji.
 
Last month, the Panel’s report Towards Fairness - a multicultural
Australia for all, was released by the then Minister for Immigration
Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs, the Hon Andrew Giles MP.
 
The Review was informed by 216 public consultations across
Australia. Haymarket Chamber of Commerce was represented at one of
these public consultations at Parramatta by its President, Vincent Lim. The
Panel also considered 796 public submissions (15% in languages other than
English) and conducted an art competition for children and young people,
ensuring all generations were included.
 
In its report, the Panel made 29 recommendations and proposed a road
map for a multicultural framework which “along with the right
institutional settings, aim to provide the continuum needed to sustain a
successful, fair multicultural Australia for all”. 
 
The Panel’s road map reflects the following three core principles:
 

1. Connection: Setting the foundations, this includes bipartisan
national commitment to multiculturalism based on social cohesion,
cultural identity, equality of opportunity, and strong leadership and
accountability with a recommended multicultural Australia
Commission to lead implementation of the framework.
 

2. Identity and belonging: Creating a Welcoming Australia, which
includes a national plan to celebrate multiculturalism including
Harmony Week and formally observe the United Nations
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, and to
invest in community organisations and cultural programs to drive
social change through the arts and sport.
 

3. Inclusion: Working together to get services right, including
embedding culturally responsive services including health, disability,
education, aged care and housing.

You may access a full copy of the 200-page report by the Panel via the
Department of Home Affairs’ website HERE
 
The Federal Government, in its response to the Panel’s Report stated that it
“commits to the Framework’s principles and will be guided by them, as we
build on our commitment to ensure Australia’s multicultural settings are
fit-for-purpose to harness the talents of all Australians.”
 
You may access a copy of the Government’s response HERE.
 
(The image used above is of the cover of the Panel’s Report using artwork
entitled “Everyone is different” submitted by artist Miliana from the 4-8
years age group category).

New Members

Valent Lau, Founder of Executive Images
 

Photography and video help businesses stand out in a competitive
marketplace.
 
Whether you need some corporate headshots, product photography, or
have a gala event to cover, Executive Images is here to help you achieve
your goals.
 
Their Philosophy: They believe in authenticity. Clients connect with
businesses that show their true selves — genuine, unfiltered. No posturing
—just real stories.
 
Valent’s Journey: With over a decade of experience, Valent has been
featured in publications and won awards/recognition internationally for
diverse topics. He found his calling photographing people with all their
quirks and their brilliance.
 
Building Trust: Trust isn’t built on stock photos. It’s about showing the real
you. They show your customer journey in higher-than-stock-quality, so
clients feel they already know you, and like you. And that’s gold.
 
Valent’s Superpower: Most people are not comfortable in front of a
camera. But fear not! The secret sauce? Helping regular folks relax. Though
posture and expression coaching you’ll look the best you’ve ever been.
 
Want a different photographic experience? Chat with Executive
Images. Your story awaits.

Thomas Russell 
 

Thomas Russell is a partner at national law firm Piper Alderman, based in
Sydney and specialising in small business issues, business disputes,
company liquidations, restructuring and turnaround, as well as general
regulatory and legal compliance. 
 
Thomas is also a member of the Law Society of New South Wales, where he
sits on the Professional Conduct Committee, which oversees the conduct of
lawyers registered in New South Wales. Thomas has practised law in
Sydney for over 20 years and has a broad client base across various sectors,
including hospitality, property and construction, retail and
manufacturing. 
 
Thomas is “Medanese by marriage” and is often engaged as an advisor to
clients from Sydney’s diverse multicultural communities. He speaks
Hokkien at home, as well as basic Mandarin and Indonesian. 
 
In his spare time, Thomas enjoys taking his cars out on the racetrack,
washing his cars, looking at his cars, talking about his cars and thinking
about how he can make his cars go faster than other people’s cars!

BLUMIN Florist & Espresso Bar
 

Step into BLUMIN Florist & Espresso Bar, where exquisite flowers and
flavoursome coffee collide. 
 
Located in Sydney’s CBD, the boutique showcases the best quality seasonal
blooms sourced from international and local growers. 

Their passionate florists spread joy through their artistry, serving regular
customers, local companies, offices, city hotels, and luxury brands
(including Balenciaga, Christian Louboutin, and Dior).
 
What sets them apart:

Unique Display Cool Room: Our innovative cool room ensures fresher
flowers for longer.
Captivating Bouquets: Tailored to your budget.
Decadent Pastries: Pair floral experiences with rich coffee and
indulgent croissants.
Event Decorations: From intimate dinners to celebrations, our
elegant floral designs make your events unforgettable.

Visit the beautiful shop at 50 Park Street, Sydney, NSW 2000. You can share
tea or coffee and immerse ourselves in the world of flowers, or explore our
online shop for luxurious bouquets, plants, and gifts.
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online shop for luxurious bouquets, plants, and gifts.
 
Life blooms at BLUMIN! 

HCC on social media

The Chamber is on social media, including Facebook and Instagram. Please
keep up to date with the latest news from Haymarket and give us a follow
and like!

JOIN HCC

 
If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce as a member, or would like to have more

information about us, please visit our website at
haymarketchamber.org.au
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