
HCC News – January 2024

President's Welcome

As we start a new calendar year, on behalf of the
Chamber, I would like to wish everyone good health,
abundance and success in 2024.  May I also take this
opportunity to thank all of you for the support that
you have each given to the Chamber over the last 12
months which has enabled us to carry out our
activities for our members and our local
community.
 

Next week, commencing on Saturday 10th of
February, millions around the world and in
Australia will be celebrating to usher in the Year of
the Wood Dragon.
 
The Dragon is considered to be the most revered of
the 12 animals in the Chinese zodiac, often regarded
to be an auspicious and extraordinary creature,
unparalleled in wisdom, talent and excellence. The
Dragon is also said to symbolise power, nobility,
strength, honour, luck and success. There are five
elements associated with each zodiac sign, namely
Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal and Water. The last Wood
Dragon was in 1964. The following dragon was a Fire
Dragon (1976), and thereafter the Earth Dragon
(1988), the Metal Dragon (2000), the Water Dragon
(2012) and now returning to the Wood Dragon in
2024. Depending on the element, each dragon is said
to have a different personality. Wood Dragons are
said to be optimistic, ambitious and adventurous,
and a Wood Dragon Year is meant to represent
growth, creativity and flexibility. This then sounds
like a perfect year for personal and business growth
for all of us, and I hope that in the Year of the Wood
Dragon, all your business ideas and personal goals
come to fruition. The anticipated interest rate cuts
later this year will surely be an added boost as well.
 
The City of Sydney has once again put together a
fantastic program for the Sydney Lunar Festival (10
Feb – 25 Feb 2024) which will be launched in our
own Haymarket on Saturday 10 February 2024, and
we encourage all of you to attend, enjoy and
participate in the festivities (details below).
 
On Thursday, 15 February 2024, the Chamber will be
hosting its annual Lunar New Year Banquet at the
Eight Restaurant in Chinatown. This is an annual
gathering of the Chamber’s members, friends and
special guests and we look forward to seeing you
there (details below).
 
Wishing you good health, prosperity and continued
success in the Year of the Wood Dragon.
 
Kong Hei Fatt Choi & Gong Xi Fa Cai!

Vincent Lim
President

Latest News

Year of the Dragon Lunar New Year Banquet, Thursday 15 February 2024

The Haymarket Chamber of Commerce extends a warm invitation to all to join us for our Year of the
Dragon Lunar New Year Banquet on Thursday, 15 February 2024 at The Eight Restaurant.  
 
We look forward to seeing all members and friends of the Chamber get together again in Sydney's
Chinatown for our annual “Haymarket family reunion” celebration at one of Sydney’s best Chinese
restaurants.
 
This special evening will feature a sumptuous 10-course Chinese banquet with award-winning wines from
our Chamber member Millon Wines, a traditional lion dance, a live band, and many lucky draw and raffle
prizes to be won.
 
We are also honoured to be hosting the Federal Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural
Affairs, Hon Andrew Giles MP, NSW Deputy Premier the Hon. Prue Car MP, NSW Opposition Leader the
Hon. Mark Speakman SC MP, NSW Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism The Hon. Mark
Buttigieg MLC (also representing the Minister for Multiculturalism), Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore
AO, Deputy Lord Mayor Robert Kok, NSW State Parliamentarians, City of Sydney Councillors, and many
other distinguished guests.

Although the evening’s tickets have sold out, we will be maintaining a waiting list so that tickets may be
re-allocated should there be any cancellations.
 
Date: Thursday, 15 February 2024
Time: 6 pm for a 6.30 pm start – 10 pm
Dress: Festive
Venue: The Eight Restaurant
Address: Level 3, Market City, 9 Hay Street, Haymarket, NSW
Parking: Wilson Parking, Market City (enter via 2 Quay Street, Haymarket),
free parking after 6 pm (parking tickets to be validated at the restaurant).
 
Tickets: Members $118, Non-Members $138, and $1180 for a Table of 10
 
BOOK HERE (currently sold out but you may register to be wait-listed)

We would also like to express our gratitude and sincere thanks to the team at Millon for their wine
sponsorship, Community Bank Darling Square for the entertainment for the evening, Charles Darwin
University for agreeing to sponsor our lion dance, and to many of our members who have contributed to
our lucky draw and raffle prizes all of whom will be acknowledged individually at the Banquet including
our Chamber member, the International Convention Centre Sydney (ICC Sydney), for their generous
donation of 2 x special seating double passes to Miriam Yeung - My Tree of Live World Tour  to be held at
the ICC Sydney Theatre.

Sydney Lunar Festival, Lunar Streets 10 Feb 2024

Sydney Lunar Streets

Kick off Lunar New Year celebrations in the heart of Chinatown at Sydney Lunar Streets from 5-10pm on
Saturday 10 February - the City of Sydney's opening street party event.

To mark the Year of the Dragon for the Sydney Lunar Festival (10 – 25 February 2024), there will be a 20m-
long Chinese dragon winding its way through Chinatown. The festival features 25 market stalls along
Sussex St and Thomas St, including two food stalls by charity partner SSI Settlement Services
International.

There will be food trucks located on Harbour St and Little Hay Streets, with a main stage on Hay St
featuring non-stop entertainment and performers. The Lord Mayor Clover Moore will officially kick things
off at 8pm followed by a traditional eye-dotting and ribbon tying ceremony, and then lion dance.

Check this page for the full schedule of the day.

Dragon on Dixon

Dixon St will be the centre of celebrations, with Dragon on Dixon by Haymarket HQ and Basalt Studio
bringing the energetic presence of the Wood Dragon.

The dragon lighting installation is a 3D piece made from sheets of locally sourced marine plywood –
chosen specifically for its strength, workability, endurance and sustainable qualities. The dragon’s
personality, energetic in its generosity, brings good fortune and prosperity to all, in the year 2024.

Lunar Gateways

The festivities continue throughout Haymarket and the CBD, with the Lunar Gateways - a tribute to
Chinese, Korean, Thai and Vietnamese architecture - returning for the Year of the Dragon.

Gateway locations:

Chinese Gateway: Intersection of Thomas Street and Hay Street

Korean Gateway: Intersection of Ultimo Road and Thomas Street

Thai Gateway: Intersection of Campbell Street and George Street

Vietnamese Gateway: Intersection of George Street and Barlow Street
 

Market City at Sydney's Chinatown - Lunar New Year events

Market City Shopping Centre is marking the Year of the Dragon with a full program, featuring its stunning
flying dragon display. View the dragons across all three levels as they chase a magical flying orb, symbolic
of wisdom, enlightenment and spiritual energy. Visitors can also snap a selfie in front of the traditional
dragon door display. The door represents the heart of the Lunar New Year -coming home and celebrating
with the people we love most.

Other program highlights include lion and dragon dance performances on 10 and 11 February, Chinese
calligraphy services, and the opportunity to collect a lucky red envelope on 9 to 11 February.

View Market City's full Lunar New Year celebrations here.

Dragon Boats Festival, Darling Harbour 16-18 February 2024
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As we usher in the Year of the Dragon, more than 3,000 paddlers will battle it out for honours in the
biggest dragon boat festival in the southern hemisphere at Sydney’s Darling Harbour from 16-18 Feb 2024.
 
The 3-day festival hosted by Dragon Boats NSW will be packed with fierce racing competition, music and
entertainment.
 
Friday 16th February
Racing from 3 pm. 
 
7pm - 8pm Official Opening Ceremony with Welcome to Country & Smoking Ceremony, Traditional Eye
Dotting Ceremony, and Dragon Dance.
 
Saturday 17th February
All day racing.
 
Sunday 18th February
Racing finals and medal presentations for the 2024 Sydney International Grand Championship, Regional
NSW Championship and Pink Championship.
 
Closing Ceremony at 1pm - 2pm.
 
For more information, visit City of Sydney’s What’s On website and Dragon Boats NSW’s website.

Chinatown Comedy Club, Friday 16 February 2024

See some of Australia's best comedians at the Chinatown Comedy Club (CCC), the first comedy club ever to
be located in Sydney's Chinatown. Presented by Soul of Chinatown, the CCC is moving to a bigger venue for
Lunar New Year - The six:twelve - or formerly the Harbour City Cinema. The line-up of comedians
includes:

Harry Jun (MC)
Stella Wu
Neel Kolhatkar
Alan Fang
Guneet Kaur
Henry Zhu
Chris Nguyen

Date: 8-11pm, Friday 16 February
Address: The six:twelve, 6 Harbour St, Chinatown

The Chinatown Comedy Club is proudly supported by the City of Sydney. Book now!

The Yin and Yang of the Dragon - a presentation by the Chinese Heritage

Association of Australia (CHAA), Saturday 17 February 2024

The Chinese Heritage Association of Australia proudly presents, for the twelfth successive year, its
celebration of the culture and creatures in the Chinese Zodiac.
 
This year, Marilyn Sue Dooley will explore the Yin & Yang of the Year of the Dragon.
 
Myth and Metaphor meet Magic and Marvellous Imagination in this enduring and enigmatic creature.
 
Date: 2.30 pm – 4 pm, 17 Feb 2024
Venue: Sydney Mechanics' School of Arts 
Address: First Floor, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000.
Tickets: $10 each, via EFT or pay at the door
Bookings: Email peter.hack6@bigpond.com

Invitation to AASI Year of the Dragon Variety Show, Friday 16 February 2024

To celebrate the 2024 Lunar New Year, Australasian Art and Stageworks (AASI) will be presenting a
multicultural variety show with performers from Asian Australian communities for whom the lunar new
year is a joyous occasion. 
 
AASI has pleasure in inviting all to their special Year of the Dragon Variety Show at the Zenith Theatre,
Chatswood, on Friday 16 February 2024, featuring Cantonese/Mandarin/Vietnamese songs,
Cantonese/Beijing opera and cultural dances, and Japanese Kimono & Hanbok dances.
 
Date:  Friday, 16 Feb 2024, 2 pm – 4.15 pm.
Venue: Zenith Theatre, Cnr McIntosh St & Railway St, Chatswood, NSW 2067
Ticket Prices: $30 general admission, $25 Seniors (+67) and students, $20 Willoughby Council residents,
Free for disabled persons and those under 13.
Bookings: lowekelley@bigpond.com
Telephone: Daphne 0417 655 233

Scenes of Chinatown by Soul of Chinatown x AISON

The premier screening of Scenes of Chinatown - an independent short film series by Soul of Chinatown and
Aison - was held at Community Bank Darling Square, featuring cast, crew and members of the Haymarket
community, including HCC President Vincent Lim.

Scenes of Chinatown is an ode to the everyday moments in Sydney’s Chinatown, showcasing stories that
celebrate the essence of the community and the pivotal role that Chinatown plays in our lives. The series
features prominent Chinatown businesses including Dong Nam A grocery store, Chinese Ginsengs & Herbs
Co and Chinese Noodle Restaurant.

You can see a preview of the short films here - the full versions will be released on Instagram in the
coming weeks.

The launch event was proudly supported by the Community Bank Darling Square.

ABC Sydney News, 11 Jan 2024 - Sydney's Chinatown to be revitalised as local

businesses bounce back from COVID

On 11 January 2024, there was a story by Lydia Feng on ABC Sydney’s 7 pm news bulletin on the City of
Sydney’s Haymarket and Chinatown Revitalisation Strategy.
 
Resolutions relating to the revitalisation strategy and the new public domain plan were passed by Council
on 11 December 2023.
 
Here is the link to that ABC news item.

Eight ways for Women to Boost their Superannuation- by Grace Bacon

You can read the 8 ways for women to boost their superannuation account balances in a recent article by
Grace Bacon, Director of RSM Financial Services Australia, HERE on RSM’s website.
 
We would like to thank our Chamber member, RSM Australia, for sharing this article with us.

New Members

Dr. Olga-Lucia Gamboa-Arana PhD, EQness

Neuroscientist Dr. Olga Lucia Gamboa Arana, founder of EQness, is dedicated to enhancing the
psychological and general wellbeing of both individuals and organizations.
 
With a Ph.D. in Neuroscience, a Master’s in Psychopathology, Clinical Intervention, and Health, and a
specialization in Emotional Education, she skillfully combines her extensive academic knowledge with
her experience as a certified mindfulness teacher and life coach. EQness offers training programs rooted
in neuroscience and contemporary psychological therapies, providing practical, research-based tools for
improving emotional and mental health, suitable for personal and professional development.
 
As a new member of the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce, Dr. Gamboa Arana looks forward to
contributing her unique expertise to the community, fostering healthier, more productive environments
for individuals and teams alike.
 

Sarah Lin, Athena Partners
 
Sarah Lin is the Managing Director of Athena Partners. She is a dynamic and results-driven finance
professional with two decades of experience in the industry.
 
Sarah holds a Master of Commerce Degree from the University of NSW and a Bachelor of Economics (in
Finance, Marketing and Economics) from the University of Sydney and is a qualified actuary. She has
worked in global consulting and reinsurance companies in Australia, the UK, Germany, Switzerland, China
and Hong Kong,
 
Enriched with experiences in actuarial science, business management, finance and consulting, Sarah
brings a unique perspective to her role at Athena Partners. She is passionate about using data-driven
insights and innovative IT solutions to help her clients achieve their business objectives.
 
Athena Partners offers tailored digital transformation and data governance for all sectors including
governments, financial, legal and medical sectors.  It has unparalleled expertise and provides holistic
cyber security solutions for business of all sizes - from vulnerability assessment, online user training to
solution implementations. It is a network partner of the Australian Cyber Security Centre and has been a
trusted partner of many businesses in improving their cyber resilience.
 

HCC on social media

The Chamber is on social media, including Facebook and Instagram. Please keep up to date with the latest
news from Haymarket and give us a follow and like!

JOIN HCC
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If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce as a member, or

would like to have more information about us, please visit our website at
https://haymarketchamber.org.au/
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