
HCC News – June 2023

President's Welcome

The NSW Government recently awarded grants of
up to $200,000 each to 21 districts across 8 different
local government areas in Sydney, and our own
Haymarket precinct was one of the successful
recipients.  
 
I am pleased to note that the Chamber had, from the
very early stages, worked closely together
with Jacqui Stanton of Revelism and other
stakeholders within our local area to successfully
secure the grant which will be used to
promote Haymarket as an exciting place to visit
with much to offer (see full story below). NSW 24-
Hour Economy Commissioner Michael
Rodrigues said that “With an Uptown Grant, districts
can bring their visions to life and deliver brilliant
experiences that celebrate what’s best about their
community.”
 
Our Young Leaders networking and panel event to
be held on 6 July 2023 at the Blank Gallery, and
jointly hosted with Level:Asian podcast, has
attracted significant support and interest from our
members and guests and we are currently at near-
full capacity of close to 90 attendees. The holding of
this event is also consistent with our goal of greater
engagement with younger people, and to encourage
them to work with us to turn Haymarket into an
even more exciting precinct, with a variety of
offerings.
 
Last but not least, we would like to thank the City of
Sydney’s Sydney Streets team led by Tony
MacGregor and Glen Woolgar for their hard work in
bringing the quarterly street festival to Haymarket
on Saturday, 24 June 2023. The event was successful
in attracting visitors to Haymarket as it was a lot
busier than usual. We hope that there will be an
even higher level of participation by local businesses
at the next Sydney Streets festival which will be on
Saturday 30 September 2023, in the midst of the
Moon Festival celebrations.
 
Wishing all a successful month of July and to those
enjoying the school holidays with your family, have
fun!
 
Vincent Lim
President

Latest News

Congratulations to Simon Chan AM

The Executive Committee, members and friends of the Haymarket
Chamber of Commerce would like to extend our warmest congratulations
to our Chamber’s Immediate Past President, Simon Chan AM, on his recent
appointment in June 2023 as a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for
his significant service to multiculturalism, to the indigenous
community, and to the arts.

We could not think of a more well-deserved recognition for Simon’s
contribution, over many years, to our community, state, and nation.

Simon is Director and Founder of Art Atrium, an art gallery exhibiting
contemporary Australian, Asian and Aboriginal art with a special focus on
cross cultural collaboration and expression in art. Simon is also a
practising architect and Director of SCA Architects.

Simon has been involved in a broad range of not-for-profit Foundations
and community organisations. He is the Chair of VisAsia Committee at Art
Gallery of NSW, Director on the Board of the Australian National Maritime
Museum Foundation, Council member of the Power Institute Foundation
for Art and Visual Culture at The University of Sydney, Board member of
Multicultural NSW Advisory Board, Director on the Board of Contemporary
Asian Australian Performance, Director and former Chair on the Board of
Aboriginal Benefits Foundation, President of Chinese Australian Forum,
Committee Member of the NSW Government Chinese Garden of Friendship
Advisory Committee and a Board member of the NSW Government
Geographical Names Board. Simon was also the recipient of the inaugural
NSW Premier's Multicultural Award for Arts & Culture in 2013.

Sydney Streets

The City of Sydney’s Sydney Streets returned to Chinatown/Haymarket on
Saturday 24 June 2023.  There was stage and roving entertainment, food
stalls and alfresco dining on parts of Dixon, Sussex, Little Hay, Hay and
Harbour Streets, which brought in lots of visitors to the area. We look
forward to the next Sydney Streets @Haymarket on Saturday 30
September 2023, coinciding with the Mid-Autumn/Moon Festival.

Uptown Grant Program - Haymarket Precinct receives

$200,000 from the NSW Government
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The Chamber is pleased and excited to note that the Haymarket Precinct
was recently announced as one of the first 21 successful recipients of
the NSW Government’s Uptown grants.  NSW Minister for Music and the
Night-time Economy John Graham said, “This is an exciting opportunity
for groups of businesses and creatives in areas across Sydney who’ve laid out
their visions to create well-known precincts with unique offerings for locals
and visitors to enjoy.”
 
The $200,000 that the precinct receives will be applied towards developing
a destination brand, marketing assets and campaign to raise awareness
about what the Haymarket precinct has to offer, to generate increased foot
traffic, spend and visitors to the area which has so much to offer.
 
A newly incorporated association known as the “Haymarket Alliance Inc”
will develop and implement the grant objectives for the precinct. The
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce is one of the founding members of the
Haymarket Alliance along with other local organisations and businesses,
including Haymarket HQ, Bendigo Community Bank, Soul of
Chinatown, Darling Square, Revelism, and Chinta Ria.
 
A community information session will soon be held by Haymarket Alliance
and all local Haymarket businesses are welcome to share their stories,
ideas, and vision for our unique precinct. This is expected to be sometime
in August 2023, with further details to be released in due course. If you
have any questions in the meantime, you may write to us
at info@haymarketchamber.org.au or reach out to our project manager
Jacqui Stanton at jacqui.stanton@revelism.com.au
 
We thank the NSW Government for the $200,000 grant which has come at
an opportune time for us to further shape Haymarket and to put it firmly
on the local and tourism map as a destination to visit and explore, and to
keep coming back for more.
 
Newslinks:
Uptown Grant Program: More than 20 Sydney suburbs to get 'precincts' in
$200k bid to boost nightlife (9news.com.au)

Duanwu Sports Diplomacy Forum – 23 & 24 June 2023

On Saturday 24 June 2023, a group of 16 business, community, sporting,
and academic organisations, including the Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce, working under the banner of Duanwu Sports Diplomacy
Forum led by Richard Colless AM, Chairman of MA Financial Group Asset
Management and as Chair of the Forum, organised the first ever China-
themed AFL match between the Sydney Swans and the West Coast
Eagles at the Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG).  
 
Prior to the game, a luncheon in the SCG’s Steve Waugh Room brought
together leaders from government and business as well as community
groups to celebrate the match and the importance of sport in
strengthening the relationship between Australia and China.
 
The special guests of honour at the forum luncheon and AFL match
were His Excellency Xiao Qian, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of
China, and Consul General Zhou Limin. The Commonwealth Government
was represented by the Hon. Chris Bowen MP, Minister for Climate
Change and Energy, and representatives of the NSW Government were led
by the Premier, the Hon. Chris Minns MP. The Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce was represented at the luncheon by Vincent Lim, Simon Chan
AM, Brad Chan and San Koh. Many of our members also joined us for the
Swans v West Coast Eagles match with one of Australia's best-known
dragon and lion dance troupes, the Jin Wu Koon Dragon and Lion Dance
Association, performing immediately prior to kick-off.
 
A day earlier, on 23 June, the AFL and National Foundation for Australia-
China Relations (NFACR) launched a new book by author Patrick
Skene, Celestial Footy, at the Swans’ new headquarters at Moore Park,
which book examines the unique and little-known history of Chinese
involvement in the AFL dating back to the 1800’s.

HCC and LVL:AZN Young Leaders Panel Event, Thursday 6

July 2023 @ Blank Gallery, Haymarket

We are currently expecting more than 80 attendees to this exciting
networking and panel event.
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There is only a limited number of tickets left. If you are planning to attend
but have not booked, please do so now. For further details and bookings,
visit our website

Chinatown Comedy Club by Soul of Chinatown

Soul of Chinatown recently launched Chinatown's first ever comedy club -
the Chinatown Comedy Club - on 21 June at the Covent Garden Hotel. The
inaugural sold-out event saw seven Asian-Australian comedians perform
in front of more than 50 people at the historic venue.

Soul of Chinatown was also successful in receiving a City of Sydney grant
that will allow the group to host more Chinatown Comedy Club events over
the next 12 months. The next comedy event is being planned for around
Moon Festival in late September. The Chamber congratulates Soul of
Chinatown for this initiative which is activating Haymarket and bringing
a vibrant crowd to the area.

Pictures by Greg Kung

HCC on social media

The Chamber is now on social media, including Facebook and Instagram.
Please keep up to date with the latest news from Haymarket and give us a
follow and like!

JOIN HCC

 
If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce as a member, or would like to have more

information about us, please visit our website at
https://haymarketchamber.org.au/
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