
HCC News – November 2022

President's Welcome

President’s Message

I am pleased to inform all that, on 21 November
2022, the Council of the City of Sydney unanimously
passed resolutions for the long-awaited Dixon Street
improvement works to be progressed to the concept
design stage. This will be undertaken by a multi-
disciplinary design team who will be asked to
develop the design “in response to many factors
including the social and cultural heritage of
Chinatown”.
 
Design development, approval of concept design,
and final design and documentation will take place
in 2023 with commencement of construction
planned for early 2024. Opportunities for public art
integration within the precinct will also form part of
the design development. The Chamber would
welcome Council’s continuing further engagement
with the local community, property and business
owners and other stakeholders so as to achieve the
best outcomes possible which will benefit the
precinct for many generations to come.
 
You may access Council’s Dixon Street
Improvements Project Definition and
Scope document, the project site plan, project
definition plan and the Haymarket Vision
Engagement Outcomes Report via this link. 
 
The 5-week Neon Playground by Chinatown festival
came to a close on Sunday 20 November 2022. This
(inaugural) festival, made possible by a substantial
precinct activation grant from the City of Sydney
and the financial and other support from the local
community, has been widely acclaimed as a great
success with local businesses asking for more of the
same. Tens of thousands of people have passed
through those neon-lit arches showcasing some of
the best artworks from young and talented artists
from the local community. The festival featured in
many publications including the Sydney Morning
Herald’s list of The best things to see and do in
Sydney in November.
 
The beauty of this project is perhaps its multi-
benefit impact from a single investment. Amongst
other things, it has attracted people and new visitors
to the precinct, brought joy to those who came, local
businesses benefitted from increased trades, artists
were able to showcase their talent and promote
their works, brought the community even closer
together, and it has created a level of enthusiasm,
confidence and excitement within the community
and the project delivery team that says we can do
this again. This is a great example of a local
community working closely together with its local
government to deliver an outcome sought by all.
 
The Chamber will be holding its AGM on Wednesday
7 December 2022 at which a new Executive
Committee will be elected. All of us who are on the
current committee have enjoyed ourselves so much
that we have renominated to be on the new
committee. Our fate is of course in the hands of our
members. The AGM will be followed by a dinner
open to all and I welcome you to join us for a fun-
filled evening (booking details below). Last but not
least, I thank all my EC colleagues for their
respective dedication and hard work in carrying out
the affairs of the Chamber in the last 12 months, and
for continuing to ensure that the Chamber is well-
regarded by one and all.
 
Vincent Lim
President

Latest News

HCC 2022 End-of-Year Dinner, Wednesday 7 December 2022

Come join us for our 2022 End-of-Year Dinner at Zilver Restaurant in Haymarket on Wednesday, 7
December 2022.
 
This special evening will commence with our Annual General Meeting at 5.30 pm (for Chamber members
only) to be followed by a special Chinese banquet for all at 6.30 pm. We look forward to seeing you there
for some end-of-year networking and party fun.  More than 50 members and guests have already
confirmed their attendance.
 
There will also be some fantastic lucky draw prizes to be won including special artworks from our Neon
Playground artists, a limited-edition Neon Playground T-shirt featuring the logo created by renowned
artist Chris Yee, and a $100 gift voucher valid for any of the tours conducted by our Chamber
member Local Sauce Tours, winner of a Gold Award at the 2022 NSW Tourism Awards.
 
Date:     Wednesday, 7 December 2022
Time:    6.30 pm – 9 pm
Venue: Zilver Restaurant  
               Level 1, 191 Hay Street, Haymarket NSW 2000
              
Tickets: Complimentary for Members, $68 for Non-members
 
Places to this event are limited, please BOOK NOW to avoid disappointment!

Sydney Lunar Streets @Haymarket on 21 January 2023- EOI Applications open
until 18 Dec 2022

The 2023 annual Sydney Lunar Festival will be held from 21 January 2023 – 5 February 2023. The Festival
will open with Sydney Lunar Streets centred around parts of Dixon, Hay, Little Hay and Sussex streets in
Chinatown which will be closed to traffic.

 
Local businesses may participate in Sydney Lunar Streets on Saturday 21
January 2023 by:
 

Completing the online expression of interest form to let Council know of
your plans on the day and apply for event space. Expressions of interest
close 18 December 2022.
Set up a display in front of your business. No approval is required for
eligible displays.
List your event plans or special offers on What’s On to be part of the City’s
marketing campaign. Listings are free and no approval is required for in-
store activations.
Display Sydney Lunar Festival posters to help promote the event. These
posters will be hand delivered to all businesses by Council in early January
2023.

Find out more about the event, including other program dates and locations or
contact the City of Sydney’s business concierge on 02 9265 9333 or
at sydneystreets@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au for one-on-one support.

 

HCC 2023 Chinese New Year Banquet, Friday 3 February 2023

You are cordially invited to our 2023 Haymarket Chamber of Commerce Year of the Rabbit Chinese New
Year Banquet at the Eight Restaurant on Friday, 3 February  2023.
 
This is one of the biggest and most enjoyable lunar new year celebrations in Sydney and it will be held at
one of the best Chinese restaurants in Sydney's Chinatown. In addition to a sumptuous meal, and the
ability to meet again with old friends and to make new ones, the evening will also feature multi-cultural
performances supported by Multicultural NSW.
 
Booking details will be released shortly by the Chamber. Meanwhile, mark this date, 3 February 2023,
in your diary. An event not to be missed!

Neon Playground wrap

Neon Playground by Chinatown - a one-of-a-kind street festival in the heart of Chinatown - successfully
completed its inaugural showing from 15 October to 20 November. It reignited Dixon Street and
Chinatown/Haymarket with art, music, community and food, bringing thousands of people back to
Chinatown after a tough few years.

The festival was organised by Haymarket HQ in collaboration with Soul of Chinatown, Basalt Studio, the
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce and Bespok3, and was the recipient of a significant City of Sydney
Precinct Activation Grant.

The festival had widespread media attention in the Sydney Morning Herald, Broadsheet, SBS, Secret
Sydney, The Australian, UpNext and Shopping Centre News. Neon Playground's social media channels have
reached hundreds of thousands of Sydneysiders, with more than 1,000 followers on both Facebook and
Instagram.

The event's community partners included Community Bank (Bendigo Bank) Darling Square, Thai Kee
Supermarket, Aura Financial Group, Market City Shopping Centre, Blue Sky Markets, Polaris Media, Neolite,
The Artistry, and the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce.

More than 20 retailers in Chinatown participated in the festival with special offers and products during
Neon Playground.

The event was also supported and praised by all sides of politics, including current Sydney MP Alex
Greenwich during a speech in NSW Parliament. Lord Mayor Clover Moore praised Neon Playground in her
comments on the upcoming Dixon Street upgrade.

"Our precinct activation grants have already facilitated events like the fabulous Neon Playground and we
will continue working hard to draw people to and celebrate this wonderful and important precinct," she
said.

For more information, visit the website, follow on Instagram and Facebook.

HCC Neon Party, 16 November 2022 

In the last week of the Neon Playground Festival, the Chamber hosted a Neon Party at Dixon Street,
Chinatown, commencing at Covent Garden Hotel.

Neon cocktails were literally the highlight of the evening. We would like to especially thank John Ryan,
Nicole Johnson and their magnificent Covent Garden Hotel staff for a most enjoyable evening.

Dixon Street Upgrade- Council’s Resolutions Passed

On 21 November 2022, the Council of the City of Sydney passed the following resolutions:

A. endorse the initial scope proposed for Dixon Street as described in the subject report for progression to
design development which will include further engagement through the process; 

B. note that prior to progression to construction of the works, a Dixon Street concept design and detailed
scoping report with financial implications will be prepared for Council approval; 

C. note an updated Chinatown Public Domain Plan informed by the Haymarket consultation process with
project priorities and opportunities for the Chinatown/Haymarket area will be prepared for Council
approval; 

D. note that the broader Thematic History of Chinatown study and the Economic Study that are currently
underway will inform design development of the project, as well as opportunities for public art integration
within the precinct.

Paragraph (D) did not appear in the original draft recommended resolution put forward to Council’s
Transport, Heritage, Environment and Planning Committee on 14 November 2022. We believe this was
added to take into account submissions made to the Committee by local community groups including
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce, Haymarket HQ and Soul of Chinatown. We also advocated for the
replacement of the existing pavers along Dixon Street (with due consideration for potential disruption to
local businesses). Under Council’s proposal, the pavers will be retained with new paving inserts installed
to provide “place distinctiveness”.  However, merely relying on new paving inserts to brighten the paving
palette may be inadequate and may in the end prove to be a costly short-term solution.
 
At this stage, design development, approval of concept design, and final design and documentation will
take place in 2023 with commencement of construction planned for early 2024.
 
You may access the Dixon Street Improvements Project Definition and Scope, the project site
plan, project definition plan and the Haymarket Vision Engagement Outcomes Report via this link.
 
As for the Thematic History of Chinatown study referred to in the above resolution, the City of Sydney has
engaged GML Heritage to undertake the study. Consultation sessions with local Chinese Australian history
and cultural organisations are being planned for 20 December 2022 and 17 January 2023 and if you believe
you can assist in this regard, you may contact Council directly.

A Migration System for Australia’s Future – Public Submissions Close 15

December 2022

The Australian Government has appointed Dr Martin Parkinson AC PSM, Dr Joanna Howe and Mr John
Azarias to conduct a comprehensive review of Australia’s migration system to ensure it better meets
existing challenges and sets a clear direction for the coming decades.
 
 This review will inform a Strategy: A Migration System for Australia’s Future (the Strategy).
 
 “The Strategy will ensure the migration system serves Australia’s national interests and
complements the skills and capabilities of Australian workers. It will establish the core principles on
which Australia’s migration system will rest, and guide future reform. The strategy will focus on
enhancing Australia’s productivity. The eminent persons are scheduled to report to Government in
early 2023.”
 
The review is now accepting written submissions. Submission will close on 15 December 2022.
See Terms of Reference (735KB PDF).  A Discussion Paper has also been prepared to guide stakeholder input.
 
Submissions can be lodged on A Migration System for Australia’s Future – Public Submissions.
 
We encourage you to participate in this very important and much welcomed review.

Neon Playground artist spotlight

Amy Wong is an emerging Darug-based artist specialising in illustration, painting, and sculpture. Through
character and storytelling, she explores everyday life's people, nostalgia, and joys. She strongly believes in
the power of connecting with places and strengthening local communities.

Her passions are mirrored in her pursuit of a Bachelor of Advanced Science (Honours) / Bachelor of Fine
Arts at the University of NSW, majoring in Ecology and Sculpture, with an interest in public and
participatory art.

Her work "The Song of Chinatown" celebrates the community of Chinatown. It illustrates members across
the ages gathering to enjoy the music of the night.

She also created a "Harmony Gate" to celebrate the community of Chinatown by inviting visitors to enjoy
the lights welcomed by two dancing lions and two sisters.

Chris Yee

Chris Yee is a Sydney-based artist, working illustrator, designer and animator specialising in traditional
“pen and paper” methodologies. He believes in the power of character and storytelling and is heavily
drawn to constructing narratives ranging from the humorous to the monstrous and macabre. Growing up
in 1990s Ryde, amongst the strong communities of Eastwood, he is a proud member of the evolving Asian-
Australian creative identity.

Chris produced two works for Neon Playground, where he was inspired by bright child-like colours and
poppy 1970s-inspired colouring book elements.

Get your limited edition Neon Playground T-shirt and postcard set!

Soul of Chinatown has produced high-quality, limited edition Neon Playground t-shirts for $55 each
featuring the powerful logos created by artist Chris Yee.

They have also made postcard packs featuring Neon Playground artworks - with seven postcards for $25.

Proceeds from all sales go towards community initiatives including Soul of Chinatown's Rice Fund which
helps the disadvantaged in the community, including elderly Chinese-Australians.

Send them an email or contact them on Facebook or Instagram to order yours now!

HCC on social media

The Chamber is now on social media, including Facebook and Instagram. Please keep up to date with the
latest news from Haymarket and give us a follow and like!

JOIN HCC

 
If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce as a member, or

would like to have more information about us, please visit our website at
https://haymarketchamber.org.au/
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