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President's Welcome

Congratulations to the Neon Playground by
Chinatown festival organising team!

After many months of hard work, the 5-week
Festival was launched by City of Sydney Lord Mayor
Clover Moore on Saturday, 15 October 2022. We were
blessed with perfect weather on the day and the
celebratory mood and atmosphere on Dixon Street
was simply sensational. It was very pleasing to have
the crowds back in Chinatown and all local
businesses appeared to be busier than ever.

We once again thank City of Sydney for its
significant financial grant which made this event
possible. Special thanks too to all the community
partners, namely Community Bank (Bendigo Bank)
Darling Square, Thai Kee Supermarket, Aura
Financial Group, Market City Shopping Centre,
Blue Sky Markets, Polaris Media, Neolite and The
Artistry for their respective contribution. I am also
pleased and proud to note the Chamber’s own
contribution to the festival, both financially and as
part of the organising team.

Since the Neon festival was launched, there have
been constant streams of people passing through
Dixon Street and local establishments that we have
spoken to are ecstatic about the positive impact that
the festival has had on their businesses.

The celebration continued on Saturday 29 October
2022, when parts of Dixon, Hay, Little Hay and
Sussex Streets were closed to traffic and
transformed by the City of Sydney into a shopping,
dining and entertainment precinct as part of its
“Sydney Streets” program, against the Neon
Playground backdrop. It was a fun day out for all,
highlights of which included the magnificent lion
dance performances by kids of primary school age
and Gaku the Juggling Drummer.

If you are one of the few that have yet to visit this
unique festival, you must do so soon before the neon
lights are switched off on 20 November 2022. At it
stands, this is a one-off festival but if the support
and feedback from the community, businesses,
participating artists and visitors to date is in any
way determinative, then this festival well deserves a
permanent spot in our City’s events calendar. 

Vincent Lim
President

Latest News

Neon Playground Launch 15 October

Neon Playground by Chinatown - a one-of-a-kind street festival - launched on 15 October that has already
reignited Dixon Street and Chinatown/Haymarket with art, music, community and food.

The festival is organised by Haymarket HQ in collaboration with Soul of Chinatown, Basalt Studio, the
Haymarket Chamber of Commerce and Bespok3, and was the recipient of a significant City of Sydney
Precinct Activation Grant.

The festival was launched at Haymarket HQ by the Lord Mayor Clover Moore, which was then followed by
a free Block Party right in the middle of Dixon Street, inspired by sounds and steps from all across Asia,
with a talented array of Asian-Australian musicians and performers. 

Hundreds of revellers poured into Chinatown on opening night, and they have been coming into the
precinct every single day and night to admire the art installations and take advantage of the participating
retailer deals and special events. 

The festival has garnered media attention in the Sydney Morning Herald, Broadsheet, SBS and The
Australian. Neon Playground's social media channels have reached more than 150,000 people, with more
than 1,000 followers on both Facebook and Instagram.

The event's community partners included Community Bank (Bendigo Bank) Darling Square, Thai Kee
Supermarket, Aura Financial Group, Market City Shopping Centre, Blue Sky Markets, Polaris Media, Neolite,
The Artistry, and the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce.

With just over two weeks left of Neon Playground, don't miss the captivating installations and excitement
that has come back to Chinatown.

For more information, visit the website, follow on Instagram and Facebook.
 

Sydney Streets @ Haymarket 29 October 2022

The celebrations continued in Haymarket on Saturday 29 October with the City of Sydney's "Sydney Streets"
program seeing parts of Dixon, Hay, Little Hay and Sussex streets closed to traffic and replaced with stall and
entertainment from 10am-10pm. 

Roving performances and buskers formed the festive atmosphere throughout the entire day featuring a diverse
mix of lion dancing, African-style drumming, marching drummers and roller skaters. 

It was wonderful to see people out and about in Dixon St and the surrounding area, enjoying the sights of Neon
Playground and frequenting the businesses.

Dragon Boat NSW Tribe Corporate Battle on 4 Nov 2022 at Prince Alfred Park

In the lead up to its January 2023 Lunar New Year Dragon Boat Races, Dragon Boat NSW would like to invite
you to a very special warm up event, the TRIBE CORPORATE BATTLE.

Taking place on Friday afternoon on 4th November 2022 at Prince Alfred Park Swimming Pool, crews will
battle it out in a dragon boat style tug-of-war.
 
Two opposing crews BATTLE on the water with each team aiming to force the opposition back into their
DEN.
 
You may also register a team for the BATTLE. Registrations close Wednesday 2nd November 2022
 
More information on this event may be found HERE

Community information post about registering for Director IDs

If you want to become a director or you are already one, you will need a Director ID.
 
When you need to apply depends on the date you first became a director.
 
If you became a director on or before 31 October 2021, you must apply for a Director ID by 30 November
2022.
 
If you were appointed a director between 1 November 2021 and 4 April 2022, then you must apply for a
Director ID within 28 days of appointment.
 
If you have been or are being appointed a director from 5 April 2022, then you must apply for a Director ID
prior to your appointment.
 
The fastest way to apply for a Director ID is online at abrs.gov.au If you are a director you must apply
yourself. No one can apply on your behalf.
 
For further information on how to apply for a Director ID, you may access these resources:

1. abrs.gov.au/directorID which also has a useful step-by-step video on ‘How to apply for a director
ID’ or
 

2. In other languages (including Simplified and Traditional Chinese) including a video with subtitles
at abrs.gov.au/other-languages

Chinese Australian Historical Society: Henry Chan Lecture 7 November

Join in person or by Zoom for this year’s Henry Chan lecture, San Ren Xing 三⼈⾏ (Walking among Three
People): Some Reflections on Chinese Australians in Diplomacy, to be presented by distinguished
speaker Dr Jocelyn Chey ( 梅卓琳) AM.

Dr Chey AM is Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at Western Sydney
University and UTS. Her career with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade spanned thirty years
from the 1970s to the 90s, including two postings in Beijing and as Consul General to Hong Kong and
Macau, 1992-95. She was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in 2009.

Date: Monday 7th November 2022, 6 pm – 8.30 pm
Venue: Dixson Room, State Library of NSW (enter via Mitchell Library Building), or via Zoom (link will be
provided upon registration)
Cost: Free
Bookings: BOOK ONLINE or email contact.cahs@gmail.com
 
Please indicate if you wish to attend in person or via Zoom (further details will be sent upon
registration if attending via Zoom). It is essential to book if attending the lecture in person as seating is
limited.

Dropbox Special Offer for Members and Friends of Chamber

We are pleased to inform you that Dropbox would like to make a special offer for a limited time only to
members and friends of the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Dropbox’s mission is to work with all businesses in an enlightened way so that they can bring great ideas
to life. They provide a single point of access to a full suite of tools across their portfolio of
products: Dropbox, Dropbox Sign & DocSend all of which can be offered in any combination at a discount.

Dropbox provides an organised workspace that allows for convenient access, reliable storage, and
easy collaboration on content.
 
Dropbox Sign enables seamless contract/ agreement workflows with fast, secure, and intuitive
eSignatures.
 
DocSend renders real-time document analytics for insights into stakeholder activity and investor
interest and offers modern virtual data rooms to easily share multiple documents with a single link.

Dropbox has curated a special package for businesses (see above). However, if you would like to discuss a
bespoke licensing, you may also contact (HCC member) Caitlin or Joash at anz.sales@dropbox.com
 

Get your limited edition Neon Playground T-shirt and postcard set!

Soul of Chinatown has produced high-quality, limited edition Neon Playground t-shirts for $55 each
featuring the powerful logos created by artist Chris Yee.

They have also made postcard packs featuring Neon Playground artworks - with seven postcards for $25.

Proceeds from all sales go towards community initiatives including Soul of Chinatown's Rice Fund which
helps the disadvantaged in the community, including elderly Chinese-Australians.

Send them an email or contact them on Facebook or Instagram to order yours now!

HCC on social media

The Chamber is now on social media, including Facebook and Instagram. Please keep up to date with the
latest news from Haymarket and give us a follow and like!

JOIN HCC

 
If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce as a member, or

would like to have more information about us, please visit our website at
https://haymarketchamber.org.au/
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