
HCC News – April 2022

President's Welcome

As we come out of Covid-19 lockdown and
restrictions, including travel restrictions, many
sectors of our economy are gaining strength and
some businesses are enjoying the benefits of
consumers’ pent-up demand. 

However, last week’s higher than expected and
targeted consumer price numbers have led to
expectations that the Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA)
will move to increase our cash rate. It is now not a
question of if, but when rates will rise. Higher
interest rates will adversely affect consumer
sentiment and purchasing power and will have a
negative impact on consumer demand. As the RBA is
likely to only increase cash rate in a gradual
fashion, the adverse impact on our economy is not
expected to be sudden but will be over time.
Nevertheless this is an issue that businesses will
need to monitor. 

There is something, however, that may be of a more
immediate concern to local businesses in the CBD
and Haymarket, and that is last week’s report in the
media that “One in three Sydneysiders don’t need to
visit the CBD for a good time” (Sydney Morning
Herald, 27 April 2022). This was based on a EY report
to Investment NSW which also found many to see
the CBD as “expensive, inconvenient and a special
occasion destination only”. As many are now used to
working either full time or part time from home,
they are shopping, playing and dining more in their
local neighbourhoods. For CBD and Haymarket
businesses, competition from the suburbs will only
become greater and it is important that one
positions oneself to remain competitive and to be
relevant to the needs of the ever discerning
consumers. 

On 6 April, more than 40 of the Chamber’s members
and guests got together for our Autumn Networking
drinks at the Market City Tavern in Haymarket. It
was a most enjoyable evening (full report below)
and I am also pleased to note that, from the
ticketing proceeds, we have made a cash donation to
the Australian Red Cross in support of its NSW and
Qld Floods Appeal. 

The Executive Committee will also shortly send out a
feedback form to all our Chamber members so as to
seek their feedback on a range of topics including
our progress and performance to date and what
other activities they would like the Chamber to
engage in. For those of you who would like to be a
part of our community but have not joined as a
member, you may do so online on our website.

Until next time, wishing all a successful month of
May. 

Vincent Lim
President

Latest News

HCC Autumn Networking Event, 6 April 2022

Our Autumn Networking Event was held at the Market City Tavern on
Wednesday, 6 April 2022.  Members and guests had a most enjoyable
evening of networking and getting to know one another with exclusive
access to MCT’s level 2 bar and the most delicious Malaysian food from Ho
Jiak Haymarket. We were also pleased to have Councillor Shauna Jarrett
of the City of Sydney at our event and thank her for her speech and
continued support.

The Chamber is also pleased to announce that, from the proceeds of our
ticket sales, we have donated $420 ($10 for every ticket sold) to the
Australian Red Cross in support of the financial help and assistance that
the Red Cross is providing to individuals and families affected by the
Queensland and NSW floods.
 
We thank all members and guests for attending and in particular to the
Community Bank Darling Square represented by its Chairman, Raymond
Tai, for their generous contribution of prizes for our business card lucky
draw, Museum of Chinese in Australia (MOCA), Soul of Chinatown and
Haymarket HQ for their on-going support.

We must also express our gratitude and thank Ivan See, the Operations
Manager of the Surfside Hotels Group of which Market City Tavern is a
part, and Sherlen Chewandy of Ho Jiak Haymarket for their tremendous
help and support in making this event possible.

For many of you who were not able to make it this time, we look forward
to seeing you at our next event!

For a full set of the event photos, click HERE

HKABA Business Networking Dinner, 31 March 2022

The Chamber is pleased to report that, at the invitation of the President of
the NSW Chapter of the Hong Kong Australia Business Association
(HKABA), Ms Felicia Hon, our President, Vincent Lim, and Vice President,
Ruby Cheung, attended the HKABA’s bi-monthly networking dinner at the
Park Hyatt Hotel, Sydney, on 31 March 2022.

Special guests of the evening included Ms Bonnie Shek, Director (Australia
& New Zealand) of the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC),
Mr Henry Mak, Deputy Director of the Hong Kong Economic & Trade
Office (HKETO) in Sydney, and Mr Ferry Suwito, Vice President of the
Indonesia Business Council (IBC) Australia.

New Chinatown developments

There are two new exciting development applications at the heart of
Chinatown currently before council.

The first is a proposed mixed-use development at 96-100 Hay Street,
Haymarket - what most people would know as the current site of the
Emperor's Garden Restaurant. According to the development application,
the 13-storey building would retain the existing facade and include 3 levels
of commercial space plus 10 levels of residential. 

The second notable development application is at 417-419 Sussex Street,
Haymarket, which will see the demolition of the existing two-storey
building and the development on its site a 13-storey, mixed-use building
comprising of retail, food, drink and office premises.

Dixon Street Mall market
The City of Sydney is inviting applications for a community market
operator in Chinatown.  Criteria for a successful market operator include
being able to:

curate an innovative market that also provides a platform for
cultural vitality and bringing the local community together
provide a proposal that can efficiently include the surrounding
community, including Little Hay and Thomas streets, and
surrounding streets 
demonstrate a clear understanding of the logistical requirements of
producing a market in Dixon Street Mall and nearby spaces
demonstrate a willingness to work with the local community,
including businesses and organisations that provide ways for the
local community to connect
illustrate a thoughtful offering of products, services, and their
positioning in the space to ensure they do not conflict with similar
products or services provided by existing businesses and stakeholders
in the market site
demonstrate a clear commitment to zero waste to landfill
provide necessary facilities and infrastructure to safely and
effectively manage the market and its visitors, including toilet
facilities to accommodate increased foot traffic in the area
commit to reducing food waste 

Applications close 6 May. More information here

Community wealth building forum
The City of Sydney is hosting an online forum to share insights into the
principles of community wealth building and how they could be applied in
Sydney.

The forum will explore ideas about how economic success should be
defined, what people are already doing, and how the City of Sydney can
contribute to building and retaining wealth in our local area.

The forums will be held on:

Monday 2 May, 1pm to 2:30pm
Wednesday 4 May, 10:30am to 12pm

Register now!

VIVID Sydney returns

This year's VIVID Sydney festival is returning from 27 May to 18 June.
There's more than 50 free events this year, including kids concerts at the
Tumbalong Nights stage at Darling Harbour from 5pm every Saturday
night.

As the sun goes down and the lights come on, you'll see Sydney's top
talents and emerging acts . Make your trip to or from the festival via
Central Station and hear the latest sounds from exciting acts that fill the
Grand Concourse. And dance to Sydney's top DJs and selectors beaming live
from the Goods Line stage as you explore the wonders of the Light Walk.

Check out the festival program here.

New Members

Local Sauce Tours

Local Sauce Tours is a Sydney-based tourism business specialising in
small-group "live like a local" experiences. 

Its walking tours combine food, art, history, culture and nightlife and
cover all parts of inner-city Sydney. Their tours include a Chinatown food
and stories tour; a multicultural food and street art tour of Newtown; a
"Hidden Sydney" walk that visits Pyrmont, Ultimo and Glebe; and secret bar
tours which take place in Surry Hills or the CBD. 
All tours are also available for private or corporate bookings and are ideal
as team-building activities. 

Operating since 2018, the company has hosted over 2,500 guests from
around the world on their experiences and received over 1,200 5-star
reviews. Its hosts are all passionate locals who are experts at bringing
people together while entertaining them with stories of Sydney's diverse
neighbourhoods, history and culture.
 

Anthony Sim
Anthony Sim Lawyers & Associates

Anthony was born in former British Hong Kong and migrated to Sydney
before 1984. He previously worked as an actuarial analyst for MLC Life in
North Sydney, Lend Lease Corporation and then as a regional director for
the American Mercantile and General Re-insurer Corporation in Singapore
and Hong Kong.

After returning to Sydney, he established a strong passion for working at
the Migrants Resource Centre of the Immigration Department in helping
the migrant community, particularly new migrants from any non-English
speaking background and refugees in Australia. This also motivated him to
change his profession from an actuary to a lawyer, and he has been of
service to the community for over 22 years.

Anthony is honoured to be invited to join and be a dedicated member of
the Haymarket Chamber of Commerce.

Shijun Chan, Helm Advisory

Shijun has more than 10 years’ experience in the insolvency industry,
specialising in the debtor-based SME market, creditor-initiated court
liquidations and receivership services to private lender syndicates. He also
provides informal advisory services such as qualified pre-insolvency
advice, insolvency process consulting and restructuring.

He has assisted businesses on both ends of the insolvency spectrum, from
helping effect turnarounds, to assisting in debt collections.

Shijun is fluent in Malay and maintains a keen interest in Southeast Asian
affairs. Outside of work, he enjoys soccer, films, reading and travelling.

Shijun represents Helm Advisory in joining the Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce to further its  engagement with the businesses and people
associated with this vibrant and historical area of Sydney.

Business Tips

City of Sydney free business support

The City’s Business Concierge Service is available Monday to Friday 9am-
5pm to help businesses navigate the support available as programs are
announced by all levels of government. Call 9265 9333 or email
cityconcierge@cityofsydney.com.au.

Reboot 2022 - free small business webinars 
Join the free weekly webinar series to help small businesses, creatives and
retailers learn, innovate and grow in 2022. The series focuses on digital
content skills and strategic know-how to grow customers and brand. Learn
from a stellar line-up of experts from some of Australia’s most successful
companies including RedBalloon, Shop You, news.com.au and Eucalyptus.
 Check out the next 3 sessions:

Storytelling content that connects – with Wayne Quilliam, artist and
entrepreneur, Tuesday 3 May, 12pm
Nailing your marketing mix – with Sandradee Makejev, St Frock, and
Sina Klug, Nutie Donuts, Tuesday 10 May, 12pm
Grow your brand with Instagram – with Mya Nicol, Tuesday 17 May,
12pm

Join one or all sessions – BOOK NOW

 

HCC on social media

The Chamber is now on social media, including Facebook and Instagram.
Please keep up to date with the latest news from Haymarket and give us a
follow and like!

 
If you would like to join the Haymarket Chamber of
Commerce as a member, or would like to have more

information about us, please visit our website at
https://haymarketchamber.org.au/
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